GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1200 River Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 836-0994
THE REV. MARGARET NIEDERER – PASTOR
(201) 403-4341 + pegniederer@gmail.com
CAROL WEBER – CANTOR

THE SECOND SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
June 19, 2022
10 AM

This Sunday’s texts paint startling pictures of the horrific nature of sin. The
church’s repeated celebration of holy communion counters that tragic reality
in a continued showing forth of the death of Jesus until he comes again. It is
a dramatic declaration of “how much God has done for you.”

VISIT US AT:
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG

Welcome to worship!
While indoors,
please continue to mask and social distance.

PRELUDE

Give to Our God Immortal Praise!

Kevin Hildebrand
Michael Burkhardt

Please stand to face the baptismal font.
All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins:
P. Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God,
whose steadfast love endures forever.
C. Amen.
P. Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P. Merciful God,
C. we confess that we have not followed your path
but have chosen our own way.
Instead of putting others before ourselves,
we long to take the best seats at the table.
When met by those in need,
we have too often passed by on the other side.
Set us again on the path of life.
Save us from ourselves
and free us to love our neighbors.
P. Hear the good news!
God does not deal with us according to our sins
but delights in granting pardon and mercy.
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.
You are free to love as God loves.
C. Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN

Give to Our God Immortal Praise

LBW 520

GREETING
P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
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KYRIE
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HYMN OF PRAISE

-5–

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P. Let us pray.
O Lord God, we bring before you the cries of a sorrowing world. In your mercy set
us free from the chains that bind us, and defend us from everything that is evil,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C. Amen.
Please be seated.
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FIRST READING:

Isaiah 65:1-9

The prophet announces God’s impatience. The people’s self-absorption is idolatry, and images of
practices that displease God fill this reading. Like a vintner who crushes the grape to release the wine,
God will use Israel’s exile to establish a new community of the faithful.

A. A reading from Isaiah, the 65th Chapter beginning with the 1st verse.
1I

was ready to be sought out by those who did not ask,
to be found by those who did not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on my name.
2I held out my hands all day long to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
following their own devices;
3a people who provoke me to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens and offering incense on bricks;
4who sit inside tombs, and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
with broth of abominable things in their vessels;
5who say, “Keep to yourself,
do not come near me, for I am too holy for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
a fire that burns all day long.
6See, it is written before me:
I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
7their iniquities and their ancestors’ iniquities together, says the LORD;
because they offered incense on the mountains
and reviled me on the hills, I will measure into their laps
full payment for their actions.
8Thus says the LORD:
As the wine is found in the cluster,
and they say, “Do not destroy it,
for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
and not destroy them all.
9I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and from Judah inheritors of my mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it, and my servants shall settle there.
A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 22:19-28

READ RESPONSIVELY

19But

you, O LORD, be not far away;
O my help, hasten to my aid.
20Deliver me from the sword,
my life from the power of the dog.
21Save me from the lion’s mouth!
From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
22I will declare your name to my people;
in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
Stand in awe of the LORD, all you offspring of Israel.
24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
25From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
Let those who seek the LORD give praise! May your hearts live forever!
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
all the families of nations shall bow before God.
28For dominion belongs to the LORD,
who rules over the nations.

SECOND READING

Galatians 3:23-29

For Paul, baptism is a powerful bond that unites people not only with God but with other believers. Those
who call themselves children of God experience a transformation that removes prejudices of race, social
class, or gender in favor of true unity in Christ.

A. A reading from Galatians, the 3rd Chapter beginning with the 23rd verse.
23Now

before faith came, we were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith
would be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our disciplinarian until Christ came, so that
we might be justified by faith. 25But now that faith has come, we are no longer subject to
a disciplinarian, 26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith. 27As many
of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28There is no
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are
Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the promise.
A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.

Please stand.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: Celtic Alleluia

ELW 174

Cantor Verse:
Return | to your home,*
and declare how much God has | done for you. (Luke 8:29)

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.

GOSPEL

Luke 8:26-39

Jesus’ mission includes foreigners and his authority extends to the casting out of demons. Some who
witness Jesus’ work are seized with confusion and fear, but the man who was healed is commissioned to
give testimony to God’s mercy and power.

P. The Holy Gospel According to Luke, the 8th Chapter beginning with the 26th
verse.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.
26Then

[Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the country of the Gerasenes, which is
opposite Galilee. 27As he stepped out on land, a man of the city who had demons met
him. For a long time he had worn no clothes, and he did not live in a house but in the
tombs. 28When he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and shouted at the top of his
voice, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I beg you, do
not torment me”—29for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit to come out of the
man. (For many times it had seized him; he was kept under guard and bound with
chains and shackles, but he would break the bonds and be driven by the demon into the
wilds.) 30Jesus then asked him, “What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for many
demons had entered him. 31They begged him not to order them to go back into the
abyss.
32Now there on the hillside a large herd of swine was feeding; and the demons
begged Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them permission. 33Then the demons
came out of the man and entered the swine, and the herd rushed down the steep bank
into the lake and was drowned.
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34When

the swineherds saw what had happened, they ran off and told it in the city
and in the country. 35Then people came out to see what had happened, and when they
came to Jesus, they found the man from whom the demons had gone sitting at the feet
of Jesus, clothed and in his right mind. And they were afraid. 36Those who had seen it
told them how the one who had been possessed by demons had been healed. 37Then
all the people of the surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked Jesus to leave them;
for they were seized with great fear. So he got into the boat and returned. 38The man
from whom the demons had gone begged that he might be with him; but Jesus sent him
away, saying, 39“Return to your home, and declare how much God has done for you.”
So he went away, proclaiming throughout the city how much Jesus had done for him.
P. The Gospel of the Lord.

C. Praise to you, O Christ

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.
Please be seated.
SERMON

Pastor Niederer
Silence for Meditation

Please stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY

Rise, Shine, You People!
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LBW 393

A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the
Apostle’s Creed.

APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again;
He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
AMEN.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Zulema Suarez

United in Christ and guided by the Spirit, we pray for the church, the creation, and all in
need.
A brief silence.
Holy God, you hear the cries of those who seek you. Equip your church with evangelists
who reveal the continuous call of your outstretched hands and your promises of a home
in you. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You hear the prayers for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands
Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries
of New Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian
Community, our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of faith
everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of the earth. Restore places where land, air, and waterways have
been harmed. Guide us to develop and implement sources of energy and food
production that do not destroy the earth. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who are marginalized or cast out. On this Juneteenth
observance, guide us continually toward the end of oppression in all its forms,
especially white supremacy. Bring true freedom and human flourishing to all your
beloved children. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who suffer. Come to the aid of all who are homeless, naked,
hungry, and sick especially for those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause). Bring
peace to any experiencing mental illness, that they can clearly recognize your loving
presence. God of grace, hear our prayer.
You hear the cries of those who celebrate and those who grieve on this Father’s Day.
Nurture mutual love and tender care in all relationships. Comfort those for whom this
day brings sadness or longing. God of grace, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
We give thanks for the faithful departed whose lives proclaimed all you had done for
them (especially). At the last, unite us with them as we make our home in you. God of
grace, hear our prayer.
P. God of every time and place, in Jesus’ name and filled with your Holy Spirit, we
entrust these spoken prayers and those in our hearts into your holy keeping.
C. Amen.
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PEACE

Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C. And also with you.
OFFERING

Please place your offering in the plate located on the table
at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.

Please stand.

OFFERTORY HYMN

Oh, Praise the Gracious Power
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WOV 750

OFFERTORY PRAYER
P. Let us pray.
God of abundance:
you have set before us a plentiful harvest.
As we feast on your goodness,
strengthen us to labor in your field,
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all,
in the name of Jesus.
C. Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts.
C. We lift them to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord.
C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE
P. It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:

- 14 -

SANCTUS

ELW 191
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Please kneel or be seated.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P. Holy mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread,
Blessed and broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat. This is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
And gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory. For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this
cup we proclaim the mystery of faith;
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will, come again.
P. Pour out upon us and this bread and cup the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory now and forever.
C. Amen.
LORDS PRAYER
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us:
C. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy.
Come to the banquet where all are welcome.

AGNUS DEI
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION
Please stay seated until the person in front of you has received the wafer.
Continue to mask until after you have received the wafer & cup
and have stepped away from the communion tray.

A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section.
The center contains purple grape juice.
White wine is in the remainder of the tray.
After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section.
Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion. If you have not
yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come
forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know
that you wish to receive a blessing.

Please stand.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING:
P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.
C. Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

Nunc Dimittis
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A. Let us pray:
Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us
with your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger,
that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. Amen.
BLESSING
P. The God of peace, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show
you the path of life this day and always.
C. AMEN.
Please be seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Please stand.
SENDING HYMN

God of Grace and God of Glory
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LBW 415

DISMISSAL
A. Go in peace. Love your neighbor.

C. Thanks be to God.

Please be seated.
POSTLUDE

God of Grace

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY
TO
Lindsay Costello, Greeter
Janet Thalmann, Liturgist & Reader
Zulema Suarez, Prayers of Intercession
Julie Buckingham, Altar Guild

Via Zoom
Tuesday, June 21st , at 7 PM
Connection link will be emailed

Via Zoom
Thursday, June 23rd at Noon
Biblical Understanding of the Lutheran Faith
Within the Context of a Diverse Interfaith Community
Connection link will be emailed
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Paul Manz

PRAYERS
Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’s mom recovering from hip surgery); Donald
Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom),
and Frank Borowski (Katie’s dad), and aunt; Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); Marc
Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s son); Melanie M. (Julie’s friend); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s
cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); Nancy McCabe
(Lynn’s sister-in-law who has COPD); Nancy Galya (Lynn’s former coworker); Arlene
Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer
(Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns); Ron Barlotta (Sue’s sister’s brother-inlaw being treated for cancer); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L.
(Sue’s friend with heath issues); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and
brother); Kathy Obtain (a co-worker of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Mark Crovatto
(Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Arline A. (Mary Ellen’s friend with
metastatic cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law)
who work for the State Department; Dan and John Steffen (Lorli’s brothers with health
concerns); Susan (Lorli’s sister-in-law); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune
disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son); Caridad (Rosa’s aunt); Jael (Rosa’s cousin);
Gerry Schlask (health concerns); Kevin (a friend of the congregation undergoing
treatment for cancer); Tom (a friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for
cancer); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (health concerns); Erika Ilgenfritz (preparing for surgery);
Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (cancer); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system
disorder); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Rev. Sarah & Joan (friends of Anita &
Harold who are facing difficult health problems including cancer); Mary Lewis (Fred’s
sister-in-law following back surgery); the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Afghanistan
and those who are providing resources and care for refugees; front line workers,
medical researchers; health experts, national and regional officials; those affected by
natural disasters and wildfires.

Please let Pastor or Lynn Buckingham know of needed changes to prayer list.
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Onesimos Nesib, translator, evangelist, died 1931
Tuesday, June 21, 2022
Onesimos was born in Ethiopia. Captured, enslaved, and taken to Eritrea, he was there
freed by Swedish missionaries. He translated the Bible into his native Oromo and
returned to preach there.
John the Baptist
Friday, June 24, 2022
John said, "[Jesus] must increase, but I must decrease." And so his birth is celebrated
half a year before Jesus', just as the daylight in the northern hemisphere begins to
wane. Jesus honored John as being the greatest prophet.
Presentation of the Augsburg Confession, 1530
Saturday, June 25, 2022
On this day in 1530 the German and Latin editions of the Augsburg Confession were
presented to the Emperor Charles of the Holy Roman Empire. The Augsburg
Confession was written by Philipp Melanchthon and endorsed by Martin Luther, and
consists of a brief summary of points in which the reformers saw their teaching as either
agreeing with or differing from that of the Roman Catholic Church of the time.
Philipp Melanchthon, renewer of the church, died 1560
Saturday, June 25, 2022
Though he died on April 19, Philipp Melanchthon is commemorated today because of
his connection with the Augsburg Confession. Colleague and co-reformer with Martin
Luther, Melanchthon was a brilliant scholar, known as "the teacher of Germany."
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