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In today’s second reading Paul questions why we judge one another, since we all 

stand before the judgment of God. Yet we do sin against one another, and Jesus’ 

challenge that we forgive seventy-seven times reveals God’s boundless mercy. 

When we hear the words of forgiveness in worship and sign ourselves with the 

cross, we are renewed in baptism to be signs of reconciliation in the world. 

 
      

VISIT US AT:   

WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

and 

ON FACEBOOK 

about:blank


 

Welcome to worship! 

Masking is optional  

but recommended while indoors. 

 
 
 
PRELUDE                    Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                         Wilbur Held 

                                                                                                                    Wayne Wold        
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand to face the baptismal font. 
All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins: 

P.  Blessed be God, 

the one who forms us, 

☩ Jesus who bears the cross, 

the Spirit who makes our joy complete. 

C.  Amen. 

 

P.  Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P.  Steadfast and faithful God, 

C.  you have revealed the ways of justice,  

      yet justice does not always prevail. 

      We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering. 

      Sometimes we are afraid to risk what we have 

      for the sake of others. 

      For the harm we have caused, 

      known and unknown, forgive us. 

      For the unjust demands we place on others 

      and your creation, forgive us. 

      For the ways we turn away 

      from you and our neighbor, forgive us. 

      Lead us back to you 

      and set us on the right path; 

      in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

      Amen. 

P.  Beloved in Christ, 

      God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding. 

      God’s compassion is beyond compare. 

      In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us. 

      In ☩ Christ, you are already and always forgiven. 

C.  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                Praise, My Soul the King of Heaven                 LBW 549 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.             
C.   And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.  Let us pray. 
O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of forgiveness. Replace 

our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that we may delight in doing 

your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated.       

FIRST READING:                      Genesis 50:15-21 
 
After Jacob’s death the brothers of Joseph begged for forgiveness for the crime they had done against 

him. You intended to do me harm, Joseph said, but God used this as an opportunity to do good and save 

many lives. 

 

A.  A reading from Genesis, chapter 50.    

     
15Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said, “What if Joseph still bears 

a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” 16So 

they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he 

died, 17‘Say to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they 

did in harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God 

of your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18Then his brothers also wept, fell 

down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” 19But Joseph said to them, 

“Do not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? 20Even though you intended to do harm to 

me, God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

today. 21So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 

he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 
 

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 103:[1-7] 8-13            READ RESPONSIVELY     
  
[ 1Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

 2Bless the LORD, O my soul, 

  and forget not all God’s benefits— 

 3who forgives all your sins 

  and heals all your diseases; 

 4who redeems your life from the grave 

  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  

 5who satisfies your desires with good things 

  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 

 6O LORD, you provide vindication 

  and justice for all who are oppressed. 

 7You made known your ways to Moses 

  and your works to the children of Israel.   ]   

    8LORD, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love;  

 9you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 10You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 11For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 12As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 13As a father has compassion for his children, 

  so you have compassion for those who fear you, O LORD.  
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SECOND READING   Romans 14:1-12 

 
This Christian community has significant struggles with diversity. Here Paul helps us understand that 

despite different practices in worship and personal piety, we do not judge one another. All Christians 

belong to the Lord Jesus Christ who died for all of us and will judge each of us. 

 

A.  A reading from Romans, chapter 14.     

 
1Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. 2Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. 3Those 

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat; for God has welcomed them. 4Who are you to pass 

judgment on servants of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 

they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

 
5Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be alike. 

Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. 6Those who observe the day, observe it in 

honor of the Lord. Also those who eat, eat in honor of the Lord, since they give thanks 

to God; while those who abstain, abstain in honor of the Lord and give thanks to God. 

 
7We do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. 8If we live, we live to the 

Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, we 

are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord of 

both the dead and the living. 

 
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. 11For it is 

written, 

 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

 
12So then, each of us will be accountable to God. 

 
     

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God.     
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Please stand.                                    
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Choir Verse 

 

 

 

 

               We have an advocate, Jesus | Christ the righteous;*  

                             your sins are forgiven on account | of his name.  (1 John 2:1, 12) 

 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. 

 
GOSPEL        Matthew 18:21-35 
 

When Peter asks about the limits of forgiveness, Jesus responds with a parable that suggests human 

forgiveness should mirror the unlimited mercy of God. 

 

P. The Holy Gospel According to Matthew, chapter 18.  
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
21Peter came and said to [Jesus], “Lord, if another member of the church sins against 

me, how often should I forgive? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus said to him, “Not 

seven times, but, I tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 23“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. 24When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him; 25and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to 

be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions, and payment to be 

made. 26So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released him and 

forgave him the debt. 28But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat, he said, 

‘Pay what you owe.’ 29Then his fellow slave fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ 30But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. 31When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had taken 

place. 32Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave! I forgave you 

all that debt because you pleaded with me. 33Should you not have had mercy on your 

fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ 34And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he would pay his entire debt. 35So my heavenly Father will also do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.” 
 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.  C.  Praise to you, O Christ  
 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.            - 8 - 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                                           Pastor Niederer 

 

Silence for Meditation  

   

 

 

 

 

Please stand.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                 Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                   LBW 307 
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A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead.   

 On the third day, he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven.   

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   

 

AMEN. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       Lynn Buckingham      
 

Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, the needs 
of our neighbors, and all of creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Bless the missions and ministries of diverse congregations, that they uplift the good 

news of salvation in ways that can be understood.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Provide guidance and inspiration through your Holy Spirit as we pray for our partners in 

ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the 

New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America, the wider Christian Community, our friends from Light and Peace 

Mission in Haiti, and people of faith everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve.   

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Send rain to lands experiencing drought and healing to rivers clogged with pollution. 

Enrich the soil for trees and plants. Protect the crops needed to feed those who hunger. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for those who govern.  Encourage those in positions of power to lead with 

empathy, practice forgiveness, and care for those who struggle.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for our neighbors who face illness of any kind. For those strained financially; 

for all living with chronic pain, mental illness, the disease of addiction, or otherwise 

afraid or in harm’s way. Protect all who cry out for mercy, especially those we pray for in 

silence or aloud (pause).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We pray for this congregation. Open our hearts to practice intentional invitation. Help us 

to forgive each other, practice patience, and choose welcome over judgment. Move us 

to care for those in our community seeking refuge and safety.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

We give thanks for the saints who died in faith. Show us how to live faithfully, creatively, 

and lovingly in your church and world (like Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, whom we 

commemorate today).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

P.  Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of 

      our heart, trusting in your compassion made known through Jesus Christ. 

C.  Amen. 
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PEACE, Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 

 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C.  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN                Our Father, We Have Wandered                     WOV 733 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

God of power, God of plenty, 

all things belong to you.  We bring your gifts to the table, 

that all might be fed.  Form us into the body of your Beloved, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior.   

C.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

P.  The Lord be with you.    

C.  And also with you. 

P.  Lift up your hearts.    

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 

P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.             

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
     Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
     resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of  
     angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and  
     join their unending hymn:                                                                      
 
SANCTUS 
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Please kneel or be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 Blessed and broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat.  This is my body given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 And gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 

cup we proclaim the mystery of faith; 

 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

P.  Pour out upon us and this bread and cup the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus, who is the Christ, our Lord; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

 

LORDS PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  Jesus invites you to this table. 

Receive the meal that offers God’s hope and promises. 

 Come to the table where all are welcome. 

 

                                                                                           
 

 

AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 15 – 



 
 

 

                                                                                  

CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 

 

 

Please come forward for Communion following the Cantor/Choir, 

beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 

leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 

 

Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to receive 

the wafer & cup until you step away from the communion tray. 

 

 

 

A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

                  The center contains purple grape juice. 

                White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

 

      After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 

 

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not 

yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know 

you wish to receive a blessing.  

 

 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 

 

P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

           his grace.     

C Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                        ELW 204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, 

Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.  Strengthened by this food, 

send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out  

and all are satisfied.  In Jesus’ name we pray.  

C.  Amen.   

   

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  The God of glory, ☩ Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in 

      you, bless you now and forever. 

C.  AMEN.   

 

 

Please be seated.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand. 
 

SENDING HYMN                             In Thee Is Gladness                                  LBW 552 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A.  Go in peace.  God is at work in us.    

C.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please be seated. 
 

POSTLUDE                                 In Thee Is Gladness                                Robert Hobby 
  
          

   OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 

                                                                    TO     

   Sue Papera, Greeter   

   Jack Martinez, Crucifer                         

            Julie Buckingham, Liturgical Cantor 

            Fred Lewis, Liturgist & Reader  

               Lynn Buckingham, Prayers of Intercession 

                                     Janet Thalmann and Sue Papera, Altar Guild 

 

    
                                            Via Zoom 

                           Tuesday, September 19th, at 7 PM 
                                        Connection link will be emailed 

 

                                                        

                                     At Grace in Memorial Room 

                              Wednesday, September 20th, at 1:30 PM 

 

 

                                                 

                                                    Via Zoom 

                              Thursday, September 21st at Noon 

                                         The Parables of Jesus                                      

                                   Connection link and Resource will be emailed. 
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                                                   PRAYERS 

Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’s mom); Dale Lambson (Carol’s sister recovering 
from knee replacement surgery); Katie Wolfe with vision issues (Carol’s cousin); Donna 
Roberts (Carol’s cousin with pain); Donald Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); 
Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom; Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); 
Michael Yaffe (following surgery); Marc Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s son); Melanie M. 
(Julie’s friend); The cousin-in-law of Julie’s coworker, undergoing rehab for injuries 
sustained in an automobile accident; Laurie Wahner (Lynn’s sister with several health 
concerns); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a 
brain tumor); Chris Trizis with health issues.  We also pray for his wife, Marlene. (Lynn’s 
husband’s long time friends); Paul Dahlke (Lynn’s friend’s cousin with cancer); Arlene 
Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer 
(Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health 
issues); Jenny L. (Sue’s friend with health issues); Carol Mulvaney (Sue’s friend with 
breast cancer); Edward Foley (back surgery, father of Nancy who does the payroll for 
Grace); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and brother); Beverly Philip (a 
friend of Janet’s sister-in-law with severe dementia); Kathy O’Brien (a co-worker of 
Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Bert Maltz (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law.  Several 
health concerns); Michele Rusciano (a friend of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Mark 
Crovatto (Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Dominick Capalba (Mary Ellen’s 
6 year old friend with brain cancer); Patty Fitzgerald (Mary Ellen’s sister with terminal 
lung cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who 
work for the State Department; Dan and John Steffen (Lorli’s brothers with health 
concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s 
son); Peter Schelbli (Erika’s nephew with cancer); Kevin (a friend of the congregation 
undergoing treatment for cancer); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system 
disorder); Cathyann (Pastor’s friend from seminary with pancreatic cancer); Walter 
Byrne (friend of the congregation with cancer); Doris Feirer (a friend of the 
congregation); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Charlie and Mary Lewis (Fred’s 
brother and sister-in-law with health concerns); Donna Maxwell with health concerns; 
James Mingo (Donna’s grandson with health concerns); Arouss Darpinian (friend of the 
congregation with health concerns); US citizens imprisoned in Russia: Paul Whelan (in 
prison for over six years) and Evan Gershkovich (a Wall Street Journalist detained for 
about 3 or 4 months); Christians under persecution and all experiencing violence; the 
people of Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan and those who are providing resources and care 
for refugees; front line workers, medical researchers; health experts, national and 
regional officials; those affected by natural disasters and wildfires.  
  

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed on the prayer list. 
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 COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

 

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 

Sunday, September 17, 2023 

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved 

kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, 

theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist. 

 

Dag Hammarskjöld, renewer of society, died 1961 

Monday, September 18, 2023 

A Swedish diplomat, Hammarskjöld served as the second Secretary General of the 

United Nations until his death in a plane crash while trying to negotiate peace in 

present-day Zambia. His journal, published as Markings, revealed the depth of his 

Christian faith. 

 

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF) 

Wednesday, September 20, 2023 

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before 

being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the 

first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity. 

 

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist 

Thursday, September 21, 2023 

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax 

collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers. 

Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple. 
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