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The grumbling of the religious leaders in today’s gospel is actually our holy hope: 

This Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. That our God seeks and saves 

the lost is not only a holy hope, it is our only hope. As the writer of 1 Timothy 

reminds us, “The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus 

came into the world to save sinners.” Thanks be to God. 

 
      

VISIT US AT:   

WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

and 

ON FACEBOOK 

about:blank


 

 

Welcome to worship! 

While indoors,  

please continue to mask and social distance. 

 

 
 
PRELUDE  Jesus Sinners Will Receive                           Max Drischner  
                                                                                                       Mark Sedio 
 
                                 Immortal. Invisible, God Only Wise               Michael Burkhardt  
 
  
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Please stand to face the baptismal font. 
All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins: 

 

P.  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who is eager to forgive 

and who loves us beyond our days. 

C.  Amen. 

 

P.  Dear friends, together let us acknowledge 

our failure to love this world as Jesus does. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P.  God of mercy and forgiveness, 

C.  we confess that sin still has a hold on us. 

We have harmed your good creation. 

We have failed to do justice, love kindness, 

and walk humbly with you. 

Turn us in a new direction. 

Show us the path that leads to life. 

Be our refuge and strength on the journey, 

through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and friend. 

Amen. 

 

P.  Beloved of God: 

your sins are forgiven ☩ and you are made whole. 

God points the way to new life in Christ, 

who meets us on the road. 

Journey now in God’s abiding love 

through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

C.  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                  Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                    LBW 526 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.             
C.   And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.  Let us pray. 
O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you lead back to yourself all those who 

go astray. Preserve your people in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is 

contrary to you and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

 

 

Please be seated.       

FIRST READING:                      Exodus 32:7-14 
 
While Moses is on Mount Sinai, the people grow restless and make a golden calf to worship. Today’s 

reading shows Moses as the mediator between an angry God and a sinful people. Moses reminds God 

that the Israelites are God’s own people, and boldly asks for mercy for them. 

 

A.  A reading from Exodus, the 32nd Chapter.    

     
7The LORD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom you brought up out of 

the land of Egypt, have acted perversely; 8they have been quick to turn aside from the 

way that I commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a calf, and 

have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel, who 

brought you up out of the land of Egypt!’ ” 9The LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this 

people, how stiff-necked they are. 10Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot 

against them and I may consume them; and of you I will make a great nation.” 

 11But Moses implored the LORD his God, and said, “O LORD, why does your wrath 

burn hot against your people, whom you brought out of the land of Egypt with great 

power and with a mighty hand? 12Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent 

that he brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume them from the 

face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath; change your mind and do not bring 

disaster on your people. 13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how 

you swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply your descendants 

like the stars of heaven, and all this land that I have promised I will give to your 

descendants, and they shall inherit it forever.’ ” 14And the LORD changed his mind about 

the disaster that he planned to bring on his people. 
 

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 51:1-10            READ RESPONSIVELY     
  
 1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 3For I know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and  

       done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak  

       and right in your judgment.  

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness,  

       a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 

 8Let me hear joy and gladness;  

       that the body you have broken may rejoice. 

 9Hide your face from my sins,  

       and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God,  

       and renew a right spirit within me.  

 

 
SECOND READING   1 Timothy 1:12-17 
 
The letters to Timothy and Titus are called the pastoral epistles because they contain advice especially 

intended for leaders in the church. Here the mercy shown to Paul, who once persecuted the church, is 

cited as evidence that even the most unworthy may become witnesses to the grace of God. 

 

A.  A reading from 1st Timothy, the 1st Chapter.     

 
12I am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me, because he judged 

me faithful and appointed me to his service, 13even though I was formerly a blasphemer, 

a persecutor, and a man of violence. But I received mercy because I had acted 

ignorantly in unbelief, 14and the grace of our Lord overflowed for me with the faith and 

love that are in Christ Jesus. 15The saying is sure and worthy of full acceptance, that 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the foremost. 16But for 

that very reason I received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus Christ might 

display the utmost patience, making me an example to those who would come to 

believe in him for eternal life. 17To the King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only 

God, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen. 
     

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God.                                                              
 

Please stand.                                         - 6 -                                      



                               

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Choir Verse 

 

 

 

 

 

               There is joy in the presence of the an- | gels of God*  

over one sinner | who repents.  (Luke 15:10) 

 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. 

 

GOSPEL        Luke 15:1-10 
 
Jesus tells two stories that suggest a curious connection between the lost being found and sinners 

repenting. God takes the initiative to find sinners, each of whom is so precious to God that their recovery 

brings joy in heaven. 

 
P. The Holy Gospel According to Luke, the 15th Chapter.   
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the 

Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners 

and eats with them.” 

 3So he told them this parable: 4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing 

one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that 

is lost until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors, 

saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was lost.’ 7Just so, I tell 

you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 

righteous persons who need no repentance. 

 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, does not light a 

lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9When she has found it, 

she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found 

the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of 

God over one sinner who repents.” 

 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C.  Praise to you, O Christ  
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Please be seated. 
 

 

SERMON                                           Pastor Niederer 

Silence for Meditation 

 

 

Please stand.  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Jesus Sinners Will Receive                       LBW 291 
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A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Apostles’ Creed. 

 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead.   

 On the third day, he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven.   

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   

 

AMEN. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION       Lynn Buckingham      
 

As scattered grains of wheat are gathered together into one bread, so let us gather our 
prayers for the church, those in need, and all of God’s good creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your people receive mercy and your grace overflows in our lives. Fill your church with 

faith and love, and give understanding hearts to those who work to strengthen our 

ecumenical and interreligious commitments. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your creation groans as it suffers the impacts of pollution and lack of care. As the 

seasons change, renew in us the will to protect plants, animals, and habitats. Bless us 

with bountiful harvests that all may share. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your world is shattered and the nations rage. Remember us in your mercy. Teach 

wisdom to our elected leaders so that we know peace in our world, peace in our homes, 

and peace in our hearts. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your children wander homeless and the hungry cry for bread. Seek out those who are 

lost or lonely, anxious or depressed, or struggling with addiction or illness. Provide for 

those in any need especially those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause).  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your work is done in this congregation with our hands, feet, voices, minds, and hearts. 

Build up the ministries of this community, and our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, 

in the Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, 

Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, 

the wider Christian Community, our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and 

people of faith everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve and welcome the 

stranger in your name. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered 
. 
Your blessed saints who have died now rest in your presence. Give us thankful hearts 

for those who have been examples of faith in our lives, and receive us with joy when we 

come to share eternal life with you. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

P.  Gathered together in the sweet communion of the Holy Spirit, gracious God, we offer 

     these and all our prayers to you; through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

C.  Amen. 
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PEACE, Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 

 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  

C.  And also with you. 

 

 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN            Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound             ELW 779  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

Gracious God, 

in your great love you richly provide for our needs.  Make of these gifts a banquet 

of blessing, and make us ready to share with all in need; through Jesus Christ, 

who sets a table for all.   

C.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

  

P.  The Lord be with you.    

C.  And also with you. 

P.  Lift up your hearts.    

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 

P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.             

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
     Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
     resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of  
     angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and  
     join their unending hymn:                                                                      
 
SANCTUS 
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Please kneel or be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 Blessed and broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat.  This is my body given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 And gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 

cup we proclaim the mystery of faith; 

 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

P.  Pour out upon us and this bread and cup the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

 

LORDS PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  Christ invites you to this table. 

Come, taste and see. 

Come to the table where all are welcome. 

 

                                                                                           
 

 

AGNUS DEI 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 
 

Please stay seated until the person in front of you has received the wafer. 

Continue to mask until after you have received the wafer & cup  

and have stepped away from the communion tray. 
 

         

              A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

                    The center contains purple grape juice. 

                  White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

      After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 

 

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not 

yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know 

that you wish to receive a blessing.  

 
 

 

Please stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 

 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.     

C.  Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                        ELW 204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our hearts in this meal 

with bread for the journey.  Give us your grace on the road that we might serve 

our neighbors with joy; for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Lord.   

C.  Amen.        

 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  God, who gives life to all things and frees us from despair, bless you with truth and 

peace.  And may the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, guide you always in faith, hope, and love. 

C.  AMEN.   

 

 

Please be seated.  
  

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand. 
 

SENDING HYMN                Lord, Speak to Us That We May Speak               LBW 403 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A.  Go in peace, with Christ beside you.    

C.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

POSTLUDE                Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise                Michael Burkhardt 
                                               (based on Vivaldi's Gloria)     
  
          

   OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 

                                                                    TO     

   Julie Buckingham, Greeter                

           Kaitlin Costello, Liturgist & Reader  

          Lynn Buckingham, Prayers of Intercession 

                                               Janet Thalmann, Altar Guild 
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 PRAYERS 

Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’s mom); Katie Wolfe recovering from a brain 

aneurism (Carol’s cousin); Donald Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie 

(Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom), and Frank Borowski (Katie’s dad), and aunt; 

Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); Marc Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s son); Melanie 

M. (Julie’s friend); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment 

for a brain tumor); Nancy McCabe (Lynn’s sister-in-law who has COPD); Nancy Galya 

(Lynn’s former coworker); Arlene Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) 

and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer (Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns); Ron 

Barlotta (Sue’s sister’s brother-in-law being treated for cancer); Caleb (Sue’s friend with 

mental health issues); Jenny L. (Sue’s friend with heath issues); Jason and Paul 

Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and brother); Kathy Obtain (a co-worker of Janet 

Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Mark Crovatto (Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); 

Arline A. (Mary Ellen’s friend with metastatic cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay 

Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who work for the State Department; Dan and John 

Steffen (Lorli’s brothers with health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an 

immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son);  Caridad (Rosa’s aunt); Jael (Rosa’s 

cousin); Gerry Schlask (health concerns); Kevin (a friend of the congregation 

undergoing treatment for cancer); Tom (a friend of the congregation undergoing 

treatment for cancer); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (health concerns); Erika Ilgenfritz (preparing 

for surgery); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (cancer); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune 

system disorder); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Rev. Sarah & Joan (friends of 

Anita & Harold who are facing difficult health problems including cancer); Mary Lewis 

(Fred’s sister-in-law following back surgery); the people of Ukraine, Russia, and 

Afghanistan and those who are providing resources and care for refugees; front line 

workers, medical researchers; health experts, national and regional officials; those 

affected by natural disasters and wildfires.   

 

Please let Pastor or Lynn Buckingham know of needed changes to prayer list. 
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 COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

John Chrysostom, Bishop of Constantinople, died 407 

Tuesday, September 13, 2022 

John was a priest in Antioch and an outstanding preacher. His eloquence earned him 

the nickname "Chrysostom" ("golden mouth"). Appointed bishop of Constantinople, seat 

of the empire, he criticized corruption in the court. As a result, he was exiled by the 

empress. 

 

Holy Cross Day 

Wednesday, September 14, 2022 

Helena, mother of Constantine, made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and found what 

may be the actual site of Jesus’ crucifixion. Her son built two churches there, and the 

dedication of one of them gave rise to this celebration of our Lord’s victory on the cross. 

 

Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, martyr, died around 258 

Friday, September 16, 2022 

Cyprian served as a bishop during a time of great persecution of Christians. He insisted 

on receiving back those who had left the faith under duress. He also provided medical 

care during a severe epidemic. 

 

Hildegard, Abbess of Bingen, died 1179 

Saturday, September 17, 2022 

A mystic who was widely influential within the church, Hildegard advised and reproved 

kings and popes, wrote poems and hymns, and produced treatises in medicine, 

theology, and natural history. She was also a musician and artist. 

 

 

Ceremony 

Today, September 11th at Noon 

At World Trade Tower Memorial 

 Overpeck Park, Leonia 
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