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THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 22, 2022

Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision
about what to do. John has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of

peace that surpasses human understanding and power beyond human
imagination.

TOGETHER IN CHRIST

VISIT US AT:
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG



http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/

Welcome to worship!
While indoors,
please continue to mask and social distance.

PRELUDE Fantasia super Christ lag in Todesbanden,
(Fantasy on "Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands")
BWV 695 Johann Sebastian Bach

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness Wilbur Held
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross as presiding minister begins.

P. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C. Heisrisen indeed! Alleluial

P. In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.

We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;

You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.

Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.

You open the gate of righteousness

and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ,
you calm and trouble the waters.

You nourish us and enclose us in safety.

You call us forth and send us out.

In lush and barren places, you are with us.

You have become our salvation.

Now breathe upon this water

and awaken your church once more.

Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,

our Shepherd and Lamb,

be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,

now and forever.

C. Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN

Awake, My Heart, with Gladness

LBW 129

Stanzas 1,2, 3 and 6
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1 A - wake, my heart, with glad - ness, see what to - day 1s done;
2 The foe in tri - umph shout - ed when Christ lay in the tomb;
3 This is a sight that glad - dens—what peace it does im - part!
4 Now hell, its prince, the dev - il, of all their pow’r are shorn;
04— | i
1 I 0 - D
e e e e e —r
Q) T T T
now, af - ter gloom and sad - ness, comes forth the glo - rious sun.
but, lo, he now is rout - ed, his boast is turned to gloom.
Now noth-ing ev - er sad - dens the joy with-in my heart.
now I am safe from e - vil, and sin I  laugh to scorn.
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My Sav - ior there  was laid where our bed must be made
For Christ a - gain is free; in glo-rious vic - (o - ry
No gloom shall ev - er shake, no foe shall ev - er take,
Grim death with all its might can - not my soul af - fright;
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when to the realms of light our spir - it wings its flight.
he  who is strong to save has tri - umphed o’er  the grave.
the  hope which God’s own Son in love for me has won.
it is a pow’-less form, how - e’er it rave and storm.
5 Now I will cling forever 6 He brings me to the portal

to Christ, my Savior true;

my Lord will leave me never,
whate’er he passes through.
He rends death’s iron chain;

he breaks through sin and pain;
he shatters hell’s grim thrall;

I follow him through all.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676; tr. John Kelly, 1833-1890, alt.
Music: AUE, AUF, MEIN HERZ, Johann Criiger, 1598-1662

GREETING

P. Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
C. The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia
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that leads to bliss untold,
whereon this rhyme immortal

is found in script of gold:

“Who there my cross has shared
finds here a crown prepared;
who there with me has died
shall here be glorified.”
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
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HYMN Of PRAISE: This Is the Feast of Victory
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray.
Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from
your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may love
one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C. Amen.
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Please be seated.

FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in the
business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion and
baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi.

A. A reading from Acts, the 16" Chapter beginning with the 9" verse.

°During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him
and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” *°When he had seen the vision, we
immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us
to proclaim the good news to them.

We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day to
Neapolis, *?and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of Macedonia
and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. *0On the sabbath day we
went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a place of prayer; and
we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. “A certain woman
named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the city of Thyatira
and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly to what was
said by Paul. **When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, saying, “If
you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” And she
prevailed upon us.

A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 67 READ RESPONSIVELY

May God be merciful to us and bless us;
may the light of God’s face shine upon us.
’Let your way be known upon earth,
your saving health among all nations.
3Let the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
“Let the nations be glad and sing for joy,
for you judge the peoples with equity and guide all the nations on earth.
SLet the peoples praise you, O God;
let all the peoples praise you.
5The earth has brought forth its increase;
God, our own God, has blessed us.
‘May God give us blessing,
and may all the ends of the earth stand in awe.
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SECOND READING Revelation 21:10, 22--22:5

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. Yet in
this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants sun and
moon.

A. A reading from Revelation, the 21t Chapter beginning with the 10%" verse.

0And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and
showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God.

2| saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. ?2And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is
its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. ?*The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the
earth will bring their glory into it. ?°Its gates will never be shut by day—and there will be
no night there. ?°People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the nations. ?’But
nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or falsehood, but
only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

221Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing
from the throne of God and of the Lamb “through the middle of the street of the city. On
either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its fruit
each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. *Nothing
accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be in
it, and his servants will worship him; “they will see his face, and his name will be on their
foreheads. *And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for the
Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever.

A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 157
ALL SING:
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Al-le - lu - ia, al - le-1lu-ia, al-le - lu - 1a

Music: Plainsong mode VI

Choir Verse: Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,
and we will come to them and make our home with them. (John 14:23)

All repeat the Alleluias.




GOSPEL John 14:23-29

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will
teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes a
home will experience a peace that overcomes fear.

P. The Holy Gospel According to John, the 14t Chapter.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my
Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with

them. 2*Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you hear
is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.

2] have said these things to you while | am still with you. 2°But the Advocate, the
Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and
remind you of all that | have said to you. ?’Peace | leave with you; my peace | give to
you. | do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do
not let them be afraid. ?®You heard me say to you, ‘Il am going away, and | am coming to
you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that | am going to the Father, because the
Father is greater than I. 2And now | have told you this before it occurs, so that when it
does occur, you may believe.”

P. The Gospel of the Lord.
C. Praise to you, O Christ.
Please be seated.

SERMON Vice President Church Council, Janet Thalmann

Silence for Meditation




Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY Come Down, O Love Divine LBW 508
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1 Come down,O Love di - vine; seek thou this soul of mine
2 Oh, let it free - ly burn, till world-ly pas - sions  turn
3 Let ho-1ly char -1 - ty mine out- ward ves - ture be,
4 And so the yearn-ing  strong, with which the soul  will long,
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and vis - it it with thine own ar - dor glow - ing;
to dust and ash - es in its heat con - sum - ing;
and low - 1i - ness be - come mine in - ner cloth - ing—
shall far out-pass the pow’r of hu - man tell - ing;
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O Com-fort - er, draw near; with - in my heart ap - pear
and let thy glo - rious light shine ev -er on my sight,
true low - li - ness of heart, which takes the hum - bler part,
no soul can guess his grace till it be-come the place
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and kin - dle it, thy ho - ly flame be - stow - ing.
and clothe me round, the  while my path il - lum - ing.
and o’er its own short - com -ings weeps with loath - ing.
where - in  the Ho - ly Spir - it makes his dwell - ing.

Text: Bianco da Siena, d. 1434; tr. Richard F. Littledale, 18331890
Music: DOWN AMPNEY, R. Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958




A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the
Nicene Creed.

NICENE CREED

C. We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered, died, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in fulfillment of the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. AMEN.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Zulema Suarez

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide
bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning.
Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

We pray for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster, the
Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries of New
Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian Community,
our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of faith everywhere, as
they live out their calling to serve. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners
who are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of creation
to feed all living things. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to
assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them vyield to your
humble authority. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace especially for those we
pray for in silence or aloud (pause). Create places filled with hospitality where hurting
people find your loving presence and wholeness. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people
experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people.
Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism
and welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died
when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

P. In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.

C. Amen.
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PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C. And also with you.

Please be seated.

OFFERING Please place your offering in the plate located on the table
at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A. Let us pray.

Living God,

you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,

and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C. Amen.

LORDS PRAYER
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us:

C. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

P. God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of

adoption, *+ bless you now and forever.
C. AMEN.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Please stand.

SENDING HTMN Love Divine, All Loves Excelling LBW 315
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crowns be - fore thee, lost n won - der, love, and praise!
Text: Charles Wesley, 1707-1788
Music: HYPRYDOL. Rowland H. Prichard, 1811-1887 - 13 -



DISMISSAL

A. Alleluia! Christ is risen.

C. Christis risen indeed. Alleluia!

A. Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Alleluia!
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Please be seated.

POSTLUDE Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Jacob Weber

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY
TO
Kaitlin Costello, Greeter
Janet Thalmann, Pastor for the Day
Julie Buckingham, Liturgist & Reader
Zulema Suarez, Prayers of Intercession

Sunday, May 22", - Saturday, May 28"
If you need a Pastor during that time, please contact
The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 973-980-2367

COME JOIN OUR

None This Week
Resumes

Thursday, June 2"¢ at Noon
Zoom connection link will be emailed
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2 — "GRACE FOOD FOR KIDS" Collection
Grace will collect nonperishable kid-friendly food to help provide nourishing support
for families in need whose children don't have the benefit of receiving school lunches
during the summer. Our collection will be donated to a local food pantry.

We will receive food donations on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, before and after
Mass. Food may also be dropped off on Wednesday, June 1st, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.

Here are items you could contribute:

cereal / oatmeal

pancake mix

powdered milk or Parmalat
fruit juice (especially 100% juice)
peanut butter

jelly

mac & cheese

instant potatoes

stuffing

rice

pasta

pasta sauce

Hamburger Helper

canned fruit

canned veggies

canned tuna

baby food

infant formula

Please provide food that is nonperishable, not past its expiration date, and not in glass
containers. Thank you!
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PRAYERS

Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’'s mom recovering from hip surgery); Donald
Lazlear and his family (Zulema'’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom),
and Frank Borowski (Katie’s dad), and aunt; Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); Marc
Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’'s son); Melanie M. (Julie’s friend); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s
cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); Nancy McCabe
(Lynn’s sister-in-law who has COPD); Nancy Galya (Lynn’s former coworker); Arlene
Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer
(Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns); Ron Barlotta (Sue’s sister’s brother-in-
law being treated for cancer); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L.
(Sue’s friend with heath issues); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and
brother); Kathy Obtain (a co-worker of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Hahnah and
Navi (Karen Bartholomew’s friend’s children); Mark Crovatto (Al's son); Susan Beever
(Mary Ellen’s friend); Arline A. (Mary Ellen’s friend with metastatic cancer); Jessica and
Casey O’Neil (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who work for the State
Department; Dan Steffen (Lorli’s brother with health concerns); Susan (Lorli’s sister-in-
law); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune disorder); James ligenfritz (Erika’s son);
Caridad (Rosa’s aunt); Jael (Rosa’s cousin); Gerry Schlask (following back surgery);
Kevin (a friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Tom (a friend of
the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (health
concerns); Erika llgenfritz (preparing for surgery); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (cancer); Chris
Niederer (Pastor's son with immune system disorder); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s
uncle); Rev. Sarah & Joan (friends of Anita & Harold who are facing difficult health
problems including cancer); Mary Lewis (Fred’s sister-in-law following back surgery);
the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Afghanistan and those who are providing resources
and care for refugees; front line workers, medical researchers; health experts, national
and regional officials; those affected by natural disasters and wildfires.
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Upcoming Commemorations

Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists

Tuesday, May 24, 2022

These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's
universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is
at the center of our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics,
and contributed to many other fields.

John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564

Friday, May 27, 2022

Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin
embraced the Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a
theocratic government to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. Al rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
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