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Matthew narrates one of Jesus’ controversial parables in which Jesus says that
the reign of God is like that of a landowner who pays his workers the same wage
no matter what time of day they began to work. When God changes God’s mind
about punishing Nineveh for their evil ways, Jonah is angry. Yet God is gracious
and merciful, abounding in steadfast love. In baptism we receive the grace of God
that is freely given to all. As Martin Luther wrote, in the presence of God’s mercy
we are all beggars.

VISIT US AT:
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG
and
on Facebook
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Welcome to worship!

PRELUDE

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Please stand and face the baptismal font
near the entrance of the church.
All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins:

P. Blessed be God,
the one who forms us,

+ Jesus who bears the cross,

the Spirit who makes our joy complete.
C. Amen.

P. Let us bow before God in humility, confessing our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P. Steadfast and faithful God,
C. you have revealed the ways of justice,
yet justice does not always prevail.
We are overwhelmed by the world’s violence and suffering.
Sometimes we are afraid to risk what we have
for the sake of others.
For the harm we have caused,
known and unknown, forgive us.
For the unjust demands we place on others
and your creation, forgive us.
For the ways we turn away
from you and our neighbor, forgive us.
Lead us back to you
and set us on the right path;
in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.
P. Beloved in Christ,
God’s justice stretches beyond all understanding.
God’s compassion is beyond compare.
In Jesus, God is always making a new way for us.
In & Christ, you are already and always forgiven.
C. Amen. -1-



ENTRANCE HYMN

Lord of Light LBW 405
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Text: Howell E. Lewis, 1860-1953, alt.
Music: ABBOT’S LEIGH, Cyril V. Taylor, 1907-1991
Text © Union of Welsh Independents
Music © 1942, ren. 1970 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.

GREETING

P. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C. And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE Glory to God WOV, Setting 5

() 4 —
)AL I ] ——
(—— . '! e S
D e
Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
) 4 —
A Tr—— ' i K ——
o WU " — ) |
. —= — o
glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
n H r__43 1 1 1 1
A e e a .
'\;)’“u —¢ 2 o : e
(M Lord God, heav-en - ly king, al-might-y God and Fa- ther, we
n H Il [—— 1 1
VA I ] } | | ] } | I
| LV. | LV.. . ]
- o= o_s =
wor-ship you, we give you thanks, we praiseyou for your glo - ry.
) 4 e
- | ——
fo—t—4 '! ]
o @ o @
@ Glo-ry to God, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
) 4 —
- ar— ! i K r—
WA » o _ / [
o @ C o
glo-ry to God, glo - ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
N 4 —3 1 ——3—
- 1 | 1
= ' '
Y = 7 — & »
M Lord Je - susChrist, on-1ly Son of the Fa - ther,
n H r__—j J J J J J
& S===—r====r——n
g — . =
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take a- way the sin of the
f 4 33—/ |
Y =, 1 | | |
F AN 1 b‘ Iy |
world: havemer- cy on us; you are seat - ed at the
) 4 .
Y = | |
> s : ’ ) o
ANV, 4 |
Q) T
right hand of the Fa - ther: re- ceive our  prayer.




() 4 -
)Y .M ] ———
o+ '! 1
o @ oo —
Glo-ry toGod, glo-ry toGod, glo-ry to God in the high est;
() 4 —
A ——— ! i K . —
[ Fan WRAN » - / [
glo-ry to God, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth.
) & — 37 —3
A 1 | 1
F AN % | |
i ¢ - T — & -
% For you a-lone are the Ho - ly One, you a- lone are the Lord,
Q ﬁ\l | | i i | ! 1
e e e = e e e ! e ——
'Y ‘ ' e
you a - lone are the Most High, Je - sus Christ, with the Ho- ly
n H 1 e’
)7 .M | | | L | | |D L
faa~ s 37 f ¢ o o
Q) T
Spir- it, in the glo- ry of God the Fa-ther, A - men.
() 4 —
)AL ] ———
fr———4 '! 1
J A
Glo-ry toGod, glo-ry to God, glo-ry toGod in the high - est;
() 4 —
A T ——— ' i K . —
G== =ES=st= ==t
glo-ry toGod, glo- ry to God, and peace to God’s peo- ple on earth,
() 4
- 1 1
e e i a
o ’ i o
z \_\__’/
and peace to God’s peo - ple on earth.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.

P. Let us pray:

Almighty and eternal God, you show perpetual lovingkindness to us your servants.
Because we cannot rely on our own abilities, grant us your merciful judgment, and train
us to embody the generosity of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C. Amen.

Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:10--4:11

After Jonah’s short sermon in 3:4, the Ninevites all repented and God decided to spare the city. Jonah
objected to this and became even more angry when God ordered a worm to destroy a plant that was
providing shade. The book ends with a question that challenges any who are not ready to forgive: You,
Jonah, are all worked up about a bush, but shouldn’t | be concerned about a hundred and twenty
thousand Ninevites?

A. A reading from Jonah, chapter 3.

®'When God saw what [the people of Ninevah] did, how they turned from their evil ways,
God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them;
and he did not do it.

41But this was very displeasing to Jonah, and he became angry. ?He prayed to
the LORD and said, “O LORD! Is not this what | said while | was still in my own country?
That is why | fled to Tarshish at the beginning; for | knew that you are a gracious God
and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and ready to relent from
punishing. *And now, O LORD, please take my life from me, for it is better for me to die
than to live.” “And the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be angry?” °Then Jonah went out
of the city and sat down east of the city, and made a booth for himself there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would become of the city.

5The Lorp God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give shade
over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very happy about the
bush. ‘But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm that attacked the
bush, so that it withered. ®When the sun rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the
sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die.
He said, “It is better for me to die than to live.”

‘But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And he said,
“Yes, angry enough to die.” ‘°Then the LorbD said, “You are concerned about the bush,
for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it came into being in a night and
perished in a night. **And should | not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know
their right hand from their left, and also many animals?”

A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God. -6 —




PSALM 145:1-8 READ RESPONSIVELY

I will exalt you, my God and king,
and bless your name forever and ever.

’Every day will | bless you
and praise your name forever and ever.

3Great is the LORD and greatly to be praised!
There is no end to your greatness.

“One generation shall praise your works to another
and shall declare your power.

51 will speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty
and all your marvelous works.

5They shall tell of the might of your wondrous acts,
and | will recount your greatness.

'They shall publish the remembrance of your great goodness;
they shall sing joyfully of your righteousness.

8The LorD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING Philippians 1:21-30

Paul writes to the Philippians from prison. Though he is uncertain about the outcome of his imprisonment,
he is committed to the ministry of the gospel and calls on the Philippians to live lives that reflect and
enhance the gospel mission.

A. A reading from Philippians, chapter 1.

?'For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. #?If | am to live in the flesh, that means
fruitful labor for me; and | do not know which | prefer. 22| am hard pressed between the
two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better; **but to remain in the
flesh is more necessary for you. ?°Since | am convinced of this, | know that | will remain
and continue with all of you for your progress and joy in faith, 5so that | may share
abundantly in your boasting in Christ Jesus when | come to you again.

2’0Only, live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether |
come and see you or am absent and hear about you, | will know that you are standing
firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for the faith of the gospel, *and are
in no way intimidated by your opponents. For them this is evidence of their destruction,
but of your salvation. And this is God’s doing. ?°For he has graciously granted you the
privilege not only of believing in Christ, but of suffering for him as well—* since you are
having the same struggle that you saw | had and now hear that I still have.

A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.




Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW Setting One
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Open our ! hearts, O Lord,* to give heed to what is said | by your Son.

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.

GOSPEL Matthew 20:1-16

Jesus tells a parable about God’s generosity, challenging the common assumption that God rewards
people according to what they have earned or deserve.

P. The Holy Gospel According to Matthew, chapter 20.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] *“The kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out
early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After agreeing with the laborers
for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his vineyard. *When he went out about nine
o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the marketplace; “and he said to them, “You also
go into the vineyard, and | will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. "When he went
out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. °And about five o’clock
he went out and found others standing around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you
standing here idle all day?’ 'They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard.” ®When evening came, the owner of the vineyard
said to his manager, ‘Call the laborers and give them their pay, beginning with the last
and then going to the first.’ “When those hired about five o’clock came, each of them
received the usual daily wage. '°Now when the first came, they thought they would
receive more; but each of them also received the usual daily wage. **And when they
received it, they grumbled against the landowner, *’saying, ‘These last worked only one
hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and
the scorching heat.’ '*But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, | am doing you no wrong;
did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? '“Take what belongs to you and go;
| choose to give to this last the same as | give to you. *>Am | not allowed to do what |
choose with what belongs to me? Or are you envious because | am generous?’ °So the
last will be first, and the first will be last.”

P. The Gospel of the Lord. C. Praise to you, O Christ

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. -8-




Please be seated.

SERMON

Please stand.

Council President Lynn Buckingham

Silence for Meditation

HYMN OF THE DAY Salvation unto Us Has Come LBW 297
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Text: Paul Speratus, 1484—1551; tr. Evangelical Lutheran Hymn-Book, 1912, alt.
Music: ES IST DAS HEIL, Etlich christlich Lieder, Wittenberg, 1524



A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the
Apostles’ Creed.

APOSTLES’ CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
Suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day, he rose again;
He ascended into heaven.
He is seated at the right hand of the Father,
And he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
The holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
The resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.

-10 —



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Julie Buckingham

Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident that
God hears us.

A brief silence.

Nourish us by your grace to be witnesses to your love. Inspire and guide our
congregation and our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster,
the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America, our friends from the Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, the Environmental
Defense Fund, the wider Christian Community, and people of faith everywhere as they
live out their calling to serve. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Guide scientists and researchers studying responses to the climate crisis so that all
your creation may inspire us to give thanks for your great goodness.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Show employers the benefits of equal pay standards for all their employees. Reconcile
conflicts between employees. Fill places of employment with camaraderie, and bring an
end to employment disparity. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Encourage any who cannot work or who cannot work a full day with the truth that their
value comes from your everlasting love for them. Provide for those who are injured, ill,
and for all in any need, especially those we pray for in silence and aloud (pause).

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Strengthen all those in this congregation whose labor serves the needs of others in the
community. Inspire all in this congregation to support community endeavors with our
time and talents. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Comfort us with the promise of the resurrection as we remember all our loved ones
whose desire to be with Jesus is fulfilled. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

P. Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and whatever
else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name.

C. Amen.

PEACE Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C. And also with you.

-11 -



Please stay standing.

OFFERING Please place your offering in the plate located on the table
at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.

The offering is presented to the altar.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A. Let us pray:
God of creation,
you send rain and the earth springs forth abundantly. All blessings are from you;
make us generous with what we have. Use our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts
in service to you and in love to our neighbors, today and always.

C. Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us:

C. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING

P. The God of love draw you into full accord and one mind, in the body of Christ Jesus.

C. Amen.

P. The God of hope grant you strength and joy in all circumstances through the
interceding of the Spirit.

C. Amen.

P. The God of grace * bless you now and forever.

C. Amen.

Please be seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand.
- 12 -



SENDING HYMN Rise Up, O Saints of God! LBW 383
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress

DISMISSAL

A. Go outin joy. Be led forth in peace.
C. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY
TO
Lynn Buckingham, Preacher
Kaitlin Shinholster, Greeter
Jack Martinez, Crucifer
Lindsay Costello, Liturgist & Reader
Julie Buckingham, Prayers of Intercession

+ o+ +
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Following Mass

Coffee & Conversation
In the Memorial Room

Pastor Niederer will be away
Thursday, September 17'" —Wednesday, September 23"
If you have need of a Pastor during that time,
please text or call
Pastor Patt Kauffman — St. Paul, Ridgefield
845-826-3901

COME JOIN OUR

Via Zoom

Thursday, September 24", at Noon
Connection link & Readings will be emailed
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PRAYERS

Joan Costello (Jackie’s mother-in-law & Kaitlin’s & Lindsay’s grandmother); Darla
Lambson (leukemia); Brad Gohmann (cancer); Zulema’s family and friends: Katie (for
improving health) and Surella Borowski; Katherine Tamay and baby Nathaniel
(Surella’s friend); Marc & Bella Yaffe and Leslyn Cooke; Bill & Susan Bethke (Lynn’s
cousins); Marion Soohoo (Will's Mother-in-law recovering from surgery); Sue Papera’s
friends and family: Arlene Rizzo (cancer) and Arlene’s family; Liza & Baby daughter
Prizky (health concerns); Chris Palmer (health concerns); Caleb (mental health
issues); Jenny L. (health issues); Carol Mulvaney (breast cancer); Michael Mulvaney
(prostate cancer); Edward Foley (back surgery); Janet Thalmann; Paul Thalmann;
Beverly Philip (severe dementia), Kathy O’Brien, Bert Maltz (health concerns),
Michele Rusciano; Mark & Laura Crovatto; Anita Bontekoe (health concerns), Hana
Kim (health concerns); Fred Lewis (health concerns); Mary Ellen’s family and
friends: Susan Beever; Dominick Capalba (a child with brain cancer); Kay Roseen’s
family: Jessica and Casey O’Neil (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law who work
for the State Department); Marcia Hendron (Kay’'s mother); Jean H. (Lorli’s sister with
a broken foot); Tammy (Lorli’'s niece with an immune disorder); Alicia & Kyle Brackett
(Lorli’'s friends); Gisela N. (Lorli’s friend with bladder cancer); Erika llgenfritz (health
concerns); James llgenfritz (Erika’s son); Cathy McPolin (Gisela’s friend); Chris
Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system disorder); Eric Niederer (Pastor’s son with
a chronic condition); Nancy Barbee (Pastor's friend with lung cancer); Dennis
Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Willi Harper’'s Aunt Kelly (health concerns); Donna
Maxwell; Jim and James Mingo and Jimmy Jamieson (Donna M’s Family Members);
Marcy Bono (Donna M.s’ friend with health concerns); Claire Press (Donna G’s friend);
Chris (Ruth DiCicco’s daughter) & Bob Wheeler; Krystyna Kirsch; Alison (Ali)
Krasnow & Family; Christians under persecution and all who suffer as a result of
discrimination or in places of war and violence, especially Ukraine, Sudan, the
West Bank, Gaza, Israel, and Iran; organizations and individuals who provide
resources, care, and relief for those in need: front line workers, medical researchers,
health care workers, and firefighters; and all affected by natural disasters and wildfires.

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed on the prayer list.

-15 —



COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Nelson Wesley Trout, bishop, died 1996 (TFF)

Sunday, September 20, 2026

A native of Ohio, Trout served parishes in several parts of the United States before
being elected bishop of the South Pacific District of the American Lutheran Church, the
first African American Lutheran to serve in such a capacity.

Matthew, Apostle and Evangelist

Monday, September 21, 2026

Matthew (or Levi) was a tax collector in Capernaum for the Roman government. Tax
collectors were frequently despised for dishonesty and for assisting the occupiers.
Jesus nevertheless showed love for them, and chose Matthew to be a disciple.

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress
Liturgies Annual License #24091. Copyrighted elements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies under License #SAS004091. New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989. Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the United
States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved
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