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Can we pray the way Bartimaeus prays? People try to hush him up because by 

addressing Jesus as “Son of David” he is making a politically dangerous claim 

that Jesus is the rightful king. Could our prayers ever be heard as a threat to 

unjust powers that be? Bartimaeus won’t give up or go away quietly, but repeats 

his call for help more loudly. Do we ask so boldly? And are our prayers an honest 

answer to Jesus’ question, “What do you want me to do for you?” 

 
 

TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
      

VISIT US AT: 
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

 
 

mailto:pegniederer@gmail.com
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Welcome to worship! 
During Mass,  

please continue to mask and social distance. 
Stay at your seat and use a soft voice when speaking or singing. 

 
 
 
PRELUDE               Violin Concerto in D Major, RV 230            Antonio Vivaldi 
                                                 Allegro Larghetto  
                                                Lisa Steinberg, Violin 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
    Please stand and face the altar. 

 
 
                    All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism, 

as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P.  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose teaching is life, 

whose presence is sure, 

and whose love is endless. 

 

C.  Amen. 

 

P.  Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P.  God our comforter: 

C.  like lost sheep, we have gone astray. 

We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity. 

We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression. 

We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. 

Free us from our sin, gracious God. 

Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves. 

Amen. 

 

P.  All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. 

By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. 

Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins. 

 

C.  Amen.  
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ENTRANCE HYMN:  God, Whose Almighty Word                                          LBW 400 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C.   And also with you.  
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you.   
C.  And also with you. 
 

P.  Let us pray. 
Eternal light, shine in our hearts. Eternal wisdom, scatter the darkness of our ignorance. 

Eternal compassion, have mercy on us. Turn us to seek your face, and enable us to 

reflect your goodness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

 
Please be seated 
 
 
FIRST READING:              Jeremiah 31:7-9 
 

This passage speaks not only of the southern kingdom, Judah, and its homecoming from exile in 

Babylon, but also of the northern kingdom (“Israel” or “Ephraim”) and its restoration. The northern tribes of 

Israel had been lost in exile to Assyria more than a century before Jeremiah prophesied. 

 

A.  A reading from Jeremiah, the 31st Chapter beginning with the 7th verse.   

     
 7Thus says the LORD: 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O LORD, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 

 8See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

 9With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a father to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.      

C.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM  126   READ RESPONSIVELY     

   
 1When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, 
  then were we like those who dream. 
 2Then was our mouth filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
  Then they said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for  
        them.”  
 3The LORD has done great things for us, 
  and we are glad indeed. 
 4Restore our fortunes, O LORD, 
  like the watercourses of the Negeb. 
 5Those who sowed with tears 
  will reap with songs of joy. 
 6Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, 
  will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 
 

 
SECOND READING          Hebrews 7:23-28 
 
Human priests of old offered sacrifice for their own sins and served only until their death. In contrast, 

Jesus is God’s Son, the holy, sinless, resurrected high priest. Death did not terminate his priestly service, 

but through his death he has interceded for our sins. 

 

A.  A reading from Hebrews, the 7th Chapter beginning with the 23rd verse.     

 
23The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from 

continuing in office; 24but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he continues 

forever. 25Consequently he is able for all time to save those who approach God through 

him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

  26For it was fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, blameless, undefiled, 

separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27Unlike the other high priests, 

he has no need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for those 

of the people; this he did once for all when he offered himself. 28For the law appoints as 

high priests those who are subject to weakness, but the word of the oath, which came 

later than the law, appoints a Son who has been made perfect forever. 
     

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 

Please stand 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Sung by ALL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Cantor Verse: 

       

        The Lord will rescue me from every e- | vil attack* 
                 and save me for the heav- | enly kingdom. (2 Tim. 4:18) 
 

    ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. 

 

 
GOSPEL    Mark 10: 46-52 
 
Bartimaeus comes to Jesus with faith, asking that he might see again. Recognizing Jesus’ identity, 

Bartimaeus is the first person to call him “Son of David” in the Gospel of Mark. 

 
P. The Holy Gospel According to Mark, the 10th Chapter beginning with the 46th verse.             
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
46As [Jesus] and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son 

of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. 47When he heard that it was 

Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on 

me!” 48Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of 

David, have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called 

the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 50So throwing off his 

cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want 

me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus 

said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and 

followed him on the way. 
 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.   

C.  Praise to you, O Christ                      
          

 Please be seated  

 

 

SERMON                      The Rev. Dr. Amandus Derr 
 

Silence for Meditation 
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Please stand 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY:   O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate                        ELW 722 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- 8 –  



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Apostle’s Creed. 

 

 

APOSTLES CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,  

 creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

 Who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary, 

 Suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended to the dead.   

 On the third day, he rose again; 

 He ascended into heaven.   

 He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

 And he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

 The holy catholic church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins, 

 The resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting.   

 

AMEN. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   Sue Papera 

 

Set free from sin and death and nourished by the word of truth, we join in prayer for all 
of God’s creation using the response your mercy is great. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Risen One, we give you thanks for congregations and ministries throughout the world 

that serve as centers of prayer and action. Empower missionaries, teachers, healers, 

evangelists, and all who are sent to share your song of joy. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

God of community, we pray for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the 

Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran 

Social Ministries of New Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider 

Christian Community, our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of 

faith everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Holy One, we give you thanks for generous land that produces abundant harvests. 

Strengthen and protect all soils, from rooftop gardens to prairie farmlands, to patio 

planters to fertile valleys, and bless all who lovingly tend them. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Ruling One, we give you thanks for leaders of nations who work to build up the common 

good. Strengthen efforts of reconciliation among all nations (especially), that peace 

extends in every direction. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Healing One, we give you thanks for all who labor for the health of others. Comfort and 

strengthen all who struggle with chronic pain. Send healing and relief to all who are sick 

especially those we pray for in silence or out loud (pause). Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Providing One, we give you thanks for all who provide for others. Inspire generosity in 

your people, so that we carry out the work of making disciples of all nations. Hear us, O 

God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 
Living One, we give you thanks for the saints who have increased our faith. Give us 

courage to follow in hope until you gather us all around your table of abundance. Hear 

us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

P.  Confident that you hear us, O God, we boldly place our prayers into your hands;  

      through Jesus Christ, our truth and life. 

C.  Amen.         
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PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C.  And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING        

       Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.    

 

 
OFFERTORY             Violin Sonata in a minor, Op. 6, No. 6           Tomaso Albinoni     
 
            
   
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

P.  Let us pray. 

God of abundance, 

you cause streams to break forth in the desert 

and manna to rain from the heavens. 

Accept the gifts you have first given us. 

Unite them with the offering of our lives 

to nourish the world you love so dearly; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 P.  The Lord be with you.   

C.  And also with you. 
 

 P.  Lift up your hearts.   

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.  

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
     Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious  
     resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.  And so, with all the choirs of  
     angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and  
     join their unending hymn: 
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SANCTUS 
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Please kneel or sit. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy mighty, and merciful Lord, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, 

who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, 

who preached good news to the poor, 

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

 In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

 Blessed and broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

 Take and eat.  This is my body given for you. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

 And gave it for all to drink, saying: 

 This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

 Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, 

we await his coming in glory.  For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this 

cup we proclaim the mystery of faith; 

 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

P.  Pour out upon us and this bread and cup the Spirit of your love, O Lord, 

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food, 

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit, 

be all honor and glory now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

 

LORDS PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  The table is ready. 

 

     All who hunger and thirst, come to the table where all are welcome. 

 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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   CONTINUOUS COMMUNION   

 

Please stay seated until the person in front of you  

has received the wafer. 

 

Please continue to mask until after you have received the wafer  

and have stepped away from the Pastor. 
 

A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

The center contains purple grape juice. 

White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 
 

After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 
 

All who are baptized and believe Christ is present in the meal 

 offering forgiveness of sins and eternal life may receive communion. 
 

If you do not wish to receive Communion,  

you may cross your arms in front of you and come forward to receive a blessing. 

 

Please stand 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 
 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.    

C.  Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into 

a feast of salvation.  Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, 

bearing witness to the abundance of your love  

in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering world. 

     The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. 

C.  AMEN.                                                 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

SENDING HYMN:  Lord, You Give the Great Commission                            WOV 756 

                                     Stanzas 1, 2, 3 and 5 
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DISMISSAL 

A.  Go in peace. The Living Word dwells in you.  

C.  Thanks be to God.  

 
 
Please be seated 
 
POSTLUDE   Violin Concerto in D Major, RV 230            Antonio Vivaldi 
                                                       Allegro 

 
 

                                                       
 

 
Thank You for Your Generous Giving! 

 

OFFERINGS 
 can be received in the plate 

at the back of the church 

or 

by mail: 

 

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH  

                                 1200 River Road 

                               Teaneck, NJ 07666 
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                                  This Week 
 
                                    

                                          
                  

                                            Via Zoom 

                          Thursday, October 28th, at Noon 
                            Matthew 26:1-30 Jesus the Sacrifice 

                                    Connection link will be emailed 

 
 

                                                
 

                                      

                                              90th  
 

          Join us in celebration and thanksgiving to God: 

 

            Sunday, October 24th, 10 AM Mass 

          TODAY WE WELCOME OUR GUEST PREACHER 

The Rev. Dr. Amandus Derr (Pastor at Grace, Teaneck, 1975 – 1997) 

       AND THANK HIM FOR HIS MESSAGE THIS MORNING 

 

                     Sunday, October 31st, 10 AM Mass 

          The Day of Reformation and Anniversary Sunday 
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A Brief History of Grace in Teaneck: 
On the second Sunday in November, 1930, nine Lutheran Christians met in a first-floor room of 
the Teaneck Center Building on Cedar Lane and began to worship under the leadership of the 
Reverend Carl Bergen, pastor of Calvary Lutheran Church in Leonia.The following year, Grace 
Evangelical Lutheran Church incorporated as a congregation of the Lutheran Church – Missouri 
Synod. 
   Struggling through the Depression years, the small congregation finally called its own pastor, 
the Reverend Theodore W. Beiderwieden Jr., in 1934. Like Pastor Bergen, Father Ted believed 
in the centrality of Word and Sacrament, so Grace celebrated Holy Communion at every 
Sunday liturgy and on every Holy Day, an uncommon practice at the time and one that 
continued to be a hallmark of Grace. 
   In 1935, the congregation purchased property at the corner of Claremont and Helen Streets 
on which to build its own church, a colonial structure dedicated in 1937. With the dream of 
opening a parish school, the congregation in 1953 purchased nearly seven acres of land at the 
intersection of Route 4 and River Road. Grace School, the first Lutheran school in New Jersey, 
opened in 1956.  Ten years later, the congregation sold its Claremont Street sanctuary and 
moved to River Road, worshiping for the next six years in the school’s foyer.  
   In the 1970s, the church left the Missouri Synod and joined the Association of Evangelical 
Lutheran Churches. That body merged in 1988 with the Lutheran Church in America and the 
American Lutheran Church to form the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. Today Grace is 
one of 156 congregations in the New Jersey Synod of the ELCA. 
   Church and school continued to thrive through the 1970s, ’80s, and ’90s. Sadly, however, 
after more than 40 years serving students from throughout Bergen County, Grace School closed 
its doors in 2004, a casualty of rising costs, changing demographics, and other schooling 
options in the area. With its recently renovated classrooms empty, Grace Church searched for 
another ministry that would benefit from its bright, accessible building and grassy outdoor 
space.  In Spectrum for Living, the congregation found a quality organization in need of just 
such a place. Spectrum and Grace worked for months to get Township approval for the 
development of a training center for developmentally disabled adults. Once approved, Spectrum 
further renovated the facilities and opened its Teaneck Adult Training Center in October 
2006. Meanwhile, Grace, facing a pastoral vacancy, was assigned a vice pastor, the vicar 
of Christ Episcopal Church in Teaneck. Together the Lutheran and Episcopal congregations 
worked on mutual ministries and held monthly joint worship services at each other’s churches. 
Today, some of those programs continue as Grace continues to worship and serve God and to 
minister to the people of Teaneck, and Bergen County.Grace has also forged a partnership with 
the Light & Peace Mission Churches in Haiti, and engaged in a formal sisterhood with the Light 
& Peace congregation in Trois Mats (or sometimes Trois Marres), Haiti. 
 
Our Pastors throughout the Years: 
The Rev. Dr. Carl Bergen, Founder  1930-1934 
The Rev. Theodore W. Beiderwieden  1934-1972 
The Rev. Lyle O. Olson 1972-1974 
The Rev. Dr. Amandus J. Derr 1975-1997 
The Rev. Dr. Ronald R. Miller 1999-2005 
The Rev. Dr. Clemens I. Reinke 2007-2014 
The Rev. Stanley Ellison 2014-2017 
The Rev. Peggy Niederer 2017-current 
 

For more information, go to    www.gracelutheranteaneck.org 
 

- 19 – 

http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/


PRAYERS 

Carol Weber; Donald Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), 

Surella (Katie’s mom), and Frank Borowski (Katie’s dad), and aunt; Enrique Perez 

(Jack’s father-in-law); Marc Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s son); Melanie M. (Julie’s 

friend); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain 

tumor); Nancy McCabe (Lynn’s sister-in-law who has COPD); Nancy Galya (Lynn’s 

former coworker); Bill Ewing (Sue’s husband and Grace’s Attorney); Gina Ewing in her 

work regarding equality and justice for all; Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew 

and brother); Hahnah and Navi (Karen Bartholomew’s friend’s children); Mark Crovatto 

(Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Arline A. (Mary Ellen’s friend with 

metastatic cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) 

who work for the State Department, working in Beijing; Susan (Lorli’s sister-in-law); 

Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son);  

Caridad (Rosa’s aunt); Jael (Rosa’s cousin); The Rosillo family (Surella’s friends with 

Covid); Liz Frentzel (health concerns); Gerry Schlask (following back surgery); Kevin (a 

friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Tom (a friend of the 

congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (health concerns); 

Lorli Steffen (hip replacement); Erika Ilgenfritz (following cataract surgery); Zulema 

Suarez (following surgery); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (cancer); the people of Afghanistan, 

Americans, and allies who are still there;  front line workers, medical researchers; health 

experts, national and regional officials; those affected by natural disasters and wildfires.   

                    

     
 
Upcoming Commemorations 

 
 
Philipp Nicolai, died 1608; Johann Heermann, died 1647; Paul Gerhardt, died 

1676; hymnwriters 

Tuesday, October 26, 2021 

These great hymnwriters all worked in seventeenth-century Germany in times of war 

and plague. Nicolai, a pastor, lost 1,300 parishioners to plague, 170 in one week. He 

wrote "O Morning Star, how fair and bright" and "Wake, awake, for night is flying." 

Heermann's hymns, including "Ah, holy Jesus," often express the emotions of faith. 

Gerhardt, perhaps the greatest Lutheran hymnwriter, was a pastor in Berlin. 

 

Simon and Jude, Apostles 

Thursday, October 28, 2021 

We know little about these apostles. Simon is listed as "the zealot" or Cananean in New 

Testament lists. Jude, also called Thaddeus, asked Jesus at the last supper why he had 

revealed himself to the disciples but not to the world. 
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