GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
1200 River Road, Teaneck, NJ 07666
(201) 836-0994
THE REV. MARGARET NIEDERER – PASTOR
(201) 403-4341 + pegniederer@gmail.com
CAROL WEBER – CANTOR

THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
May 15, 2022

Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen
Christ is making all things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made
new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to see everyone in a new light—through
the lens of love.
TOGETHER IN CHRIST
VISIT US AT:
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG

Welcome to worship!
While indoors,
please continue to mask and social distance.

PRELUDE

Christ lag in Todesbanden, BWV 718
Johann Sebastian Bach
(Christ Jesus Lay in Death's Strong Bands)

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM
All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins.
P. Alleluia! Christ is risen!
C. He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
P. In the waters of baptism,
we have passed over from death to life with Jesus Christ,
and we are a new creation.
For this saving mystery, and for this water, let us bless God,
who was, who is, and who is to come.
Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister gives thanks.
We thank you, God, for your river of life, flowing freely from your throne:
through the earth, through the city, through every living thing.
You rescued Noah and his family from the flood;
You opened wide the sea for the Israelites.
Now in these waters you flood us with mercy,
and our sin is drowned forever.
You open the gate of righteousness
and we pass safely through. In Jesus Christ,
you calm and trouble the waters.
You nourish us and enclose us in safety.
You call us forth and send us out.
In lush and barren places, you are with us.
You have become our salvation.
Now breathe upon this water
and awaken your church once more.
Claim us again as your beloved and holy people.
Quench our thirst; cleanse our hearts; wipe away every tear.
To you, our Beginning and our End,
our Shepherd and Lamb,
be honor, glory, praise, and thanksgiving,
now and forever.
C. Amen.
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ENTRANCE HYMN

Now All the Vault of Heav’n Resounds

GREETING
P. Alleluia, Christ is Risen!
C. The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia
-2-

LBW 143

KYRIE
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HYMN Of PRAISE: This Is the Feast of Victory
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P. Let us pray.
O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our
hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know
goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C. Amen.
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Please be seated.

FIRST READING

Acts 11:1-18

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the
Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. In
this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized.

A. A reading from Acts, the 11th Chapter beginning with the 1st verse.
1Now

the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had
also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised
believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with
them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city
of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet
coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to
me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and
birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I
replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my
mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made
clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was
pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from Caesarea,
arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and not to
make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied me, and
we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing in his
house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will give
you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I began
to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. 16And I
remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the same gift that he gave
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could hinder
God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, saying, “Then
God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.”
A. The Word of the God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.
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PSALM 148

READ RESPONSIVELY

1Hallelujah!

Praise the LORD from the heavens; praise God in the heights.
the LORD, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.
3Praise the LORD, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.
4Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.
5Let them praise the name of the LORD, who commanded, and they were created,
6who made them stand fast forever and ever,
giving them a law that shall not pass away.
7Praise the LORD from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;
8fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;
9mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars;
10wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;
11sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;
12young men and maidens, old and young together.
13Let them praise the name of the LORD,
whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven.
14The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful
servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD. Hallelujah!
2Praise

SECOND READING

Revelation 21:1-6

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. Yet
we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the new
heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem.

A. A reading from Revelation, the 21st Chapter beginning with the 1st verse.
1I

saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 3And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“See, the home of God is among mortals.
He will dwell with them;
they will be his peoples,
and God himself will be with them;
4he will wipe every tear from their eyes.
Death will be no more;
mourning and crying and pain will be no more,
for the first things have passed away.”
5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.”
Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me,
“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”
A. The Word of God. The Word of life.
C. Thanks be to God.
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Please stand.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

ELW 157

ALL SING:

Choir Verse: Everyone will know that you are my disciples
if you have love for one another. (John 13:35)

All repeat the Alleluias.

GOSPEL

John 13:31-35

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks of
his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will be the
distinctive mark of Jesus’ community.

P. The Holy Gospel According to John, the 10th Chapter.
C. Glory to you, O Lord.
31When

he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God
has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in
himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer.
You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,
you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as
I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that
you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
P. The Gospel of the Lord.
C. Praise to you, O Christ.

Please be seated.
SERMON

Pastor Niederer
Silence for Meditation
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Please stand.
HYMN OF THE DAY:

Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen
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WOV 674

A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the
Nicene Creed.
NICENE CREED
C. We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
he suffered, died, and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in fulfillment of the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. AMEN.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Sue Papera

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the
church, people in need, and all of creation.
A brief silence.
Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as
the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least
expect. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster, the
Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries of New
Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian Community,
our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of faith everywhere, as
they live out their calling to serve. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us.
Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who need
their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or power. God,
in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress especially for those we pray for
in silence or aloud (pause). As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with all who
are experiencing despair and great need. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal
us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities.
Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another.
God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of
each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of
Christ. God, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
P. In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving
Spirit; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
C. Amen.
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PEACE

Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace.

P. The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C. And also with you.
Please be seated.
OFFERING

Please place your offering in the plate located on the table
at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.

Please stand.
OFFERTORY HYMN

Now the Green Blade Rises
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LBW 148

OFFERTORY PRAYER
A. Let us pray.
Living God,
you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign,
and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal,
and show us your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C. Amen.
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
P. The Lord be with you.
C. And also with you.
P. Lift up your hearts.
C. We lift them to the Lord.
P. Let us give thanks to the Lord. C. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
THE PREFACE
P. It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection
of our Savior, Jesus who is the Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take
away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal
life. And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection,
with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim
and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
SANCTUS

- 13 -

Please kneel or be seated.
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
P. Blessed are you, O God of the universe.
Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness
to the land of milk and honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, blessed, and broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
C. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us
and on these gifts of bread and wine. Bless this feast.
Grace our table with your presence.
C. Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread.
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world.
Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
C. Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places,
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars,
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
C. Amen.
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LORDS PRAYER
P. Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us:
C. Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P. The risen Christ dwells with us here.
All who are hungry, all who are thirsty,
come to the table where all are welcome.
AGNUS DEI
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION
Please stay seated until the person in front of you
has received the wafer.
Continue to mask until after you have received the wafer & cup
and have stepped away from the communion tray.
A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section.
The center contains purple grape juice.
White wine is in the remainder of the tray.
After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section.
Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion. If you have not yet
been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come forward to
receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know that you wish to
receive a blessing.

Please stand.
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING:
P. May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. C. Amen.
POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE

ELW 204
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A. Let us pray:
We give you thanks, generous God,
for in this bread and cup
we have tasted the new heaven and earth
where hunger and thirst are no more.
Send us from this table as witnesses to the resurrection,
that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name.
C. Amen.

BLESSING
P. God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of
adoption, ☩ bless you now and forever.
C. AMEN.

Please be seated.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

- 17 -

Please stand.
SENDING HYMN

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

WOV 745

DISMISSAL
A. Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
A. Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Alleluia!
C. Thanks be to God. Alleluia!
Please be seated.
POSTLUDE

Awake, O Sleeper, Rise from Death

Alfred Fedak

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY
TO
Fred Lewis, Greeter
Janet Thalmann, Liturgist & Reader
Sue Papera, Prayers of Intercession
Janet Thalmann, Altar Guild

Sunday, May 22nd, - Saturday, May 28th
If you need a Pastor during that time, please contact
The Rev. Susan Nelson-Colaneri 973-980-2367
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Via Zoom
Tuesday, May 17th, at 7 PM
Connection link will be emailed

Via Zoom
Thursday, May 19th at Noon
Encountering Jesus in the Gospel of John
John 20:1-18
Connection link will be emailed

Elizabeth (Liz) Frentzel
Masking & Social Distancing for Both
Viewing
Fri, May 20, 3 - 7 pm and Prayer Service 6:30 pm
In-Person Only
Frank Patti Funeral Services, 327 Main Street, Fort Lee NJ
and
Funeral
Sat, May 21, Noon
In-Person & Via Zoom
Grace Lutheran Church, 1200 River Rd, Teaneck NJ
Repast (meal) immediately following the funeral in the Commons at the church.
In lieu of Flowers
The family is requesting donations be made payable to Grace Lutheran Church,
1200 River Rd, Teaneck, NJ 07666, to honor Liz, who was a faithful member of the
church. In memo section of check, write “Elizabeth Frentzel Memorial”.
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"GRACE FOOD FOR KIDS" Collection
Grace will collect nonperishable kid-friendly food to help provide nourishing support
for families in need whose children don't have the benefit of receiving school lunches
during the summer. Our collection will be donated to a local food pantry.
We will receive food donations on Pentecost Sunday, June 5th, before and after
Mass. Food may also be dropped off on Wednesday, June 1st, from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m.
Here are items you could contribute:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

cereal / oatmeal
pancake mix
powdered milk or Parmalat
fruit juice (especially 100% juice)
peanut butter
jelly
mac & cheese
instant potatoes
stuffing
rice
pasta
pasta sauce
Hamburger Helper
canned fruit
canned veggies
canned tuna
baby food
infant formula

Please provide food that is nonperishable, not past its expiration date, and not in glass
containers. Thank you!
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PRAYERS
Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’s mom recovering from hip surgery); Donald
Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom),
and Frank Borowski (Katie’s dad), and aunt; Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); Marc
Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s son); Melanie M. (Julie’s friend); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s
cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); Nancy McCabe
(Lynn’s sister-in-law who has COPD); Nancy Galya (Lynn’s former coworker); Arlene
Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer
(Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns); Ron Barlotta (Sue’s sister’s brother-inlaw being treated for cancer); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L.
(Sue’s friend with heath issues); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and
brother); Kathy Obtain (a co-worker of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Hahnah and
Navi (Karen Bartholomew’s friend’s children); Mark Crovatto (Al’s son); Susan Beever
(Mary Ellen’s friend); Arline A. (Mary Ellen’s friend with metastatic cancer); Jessica and
Casey O’Neil (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who work for the State
Department; Dan Steffen (Lorli’s brother with health concerns); Susan (Lorli’s sister-inlaw); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son);
Caridad (Rosa’s aunt); Jael (Rosa’s cousin); Gerry Schlask (following back surgery);
Kevin (a friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Tom (a friend of
the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (health
concerns); Erika Ilgenfritz (preparing for surgery); Mary Ellen Fitzgerald (cancer); Chris
Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system disorder); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s
uncle); Rev. Sarah & Joan (friends of Anita & Harold who are facing difficult health
problems including cancer); Mary Lewis (Fred’s sister-in-law following back surgery);
the people of Ukraine, Russia, and Afghanistan and those who are providing resources
and care for refugees; front line workers, medical researchers; health experts, national
and regional officials; those affected by natural disasters and wildfires.
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Erik, King of Sweden, martyr, died 1160
Wednesday, May 18, 2022
Erik is considered the patron saint of Sweden. As king of that nation, he tried to bring
peace in the region, and to spread Christianity in Scandinavia. He was also known for
his attempts to make fair laws and to protect those who were poor or sick.
Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330
Saturday, May 21, 2022
Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of
faith. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the
sites she believed to be associated with Christ's life.
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