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THE FIFTH SUNDAY IN LENT 

March 22, 2026 
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In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus 
from the dead. The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into 
dry bones. To those in exile or living in the shadows of death, these stories 
proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. In baptism we die with Christ that 
we might also be raised with him to new life. At the Easter Vigil we will 
welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing promise in 
our baptism. 

 
 

VISIT US AT:   
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

and on Facebook 

about:blank
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Welcome to worship! 
                     Masking is optional but recommended while indoors.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRELUDE:                              Cello suite No. 3             Johann Sebastian Bach 
                  I Prelude 
     II Allemande 
     III Courante    
 
       Ekaterina Eibozhenko 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please stand and face the baptismal font  
 near the entrance of the church. 
  All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins: 
 

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, 

 whose mercy endures forever. 
C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin before God, who removes our guilt 
 and blots out all offenses. 
 

  Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For seeking worldly delights that deceive us and dishonor you:  
 Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For desiring self-reliance instead of hungering for your word: 
 Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For failing to recognize your coming reign, 
 and for hindering the work of the Spirit: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For drawing from the well of self-serving ambition, 
 and for disdaining the living water Christ offers: Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For disregarding voices from the margin, 
 and for distrusting signs of your healing and hope in the world: 
 Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P For dwelling in tombs of self-pity and discontent, 
 and for disregarding Christ’s call to come forth to life: 
 Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us according to your steadfast love. 
P God’s steadfast love, grace, and forgiveness abound.  Through faith,  
 the free gift of God, you have been clothed in the righteousness of Christ. 

 In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  The Spirit of the 

 One who raised Christ from the dead dwells in you, pours God’s love into 
 your hearts, and gives you life and peace. 
C Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                           Glory Be to Jesus                           LBW 95 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
THE GREETING 
 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C And also with you. 
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KYRIE                          Your Heart, O God, Is Grieved                           LBW 96 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
P Let us pray.      
Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us all from sin and death. 
Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that we may be raised to new life in 
Christ and serve you in righteousness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.  
C Amen. 
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Please be seated. 
 
FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
 
Ezekiel’s vision of the valley of dry bones is a promise that Israel as a nation, though dead in 
exile, will live again in their land through God’s life-giving spirit. Three times Israel is assured that 
through this vision they will know that “I am the LORD.” 

 
A A reading from Ezekiel, chapter 37. 

 

   1The hand of the LORD came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 
the LORD and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. 2He led 
me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they were very 
dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord GOD, 
you know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: 
O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay sinews on 
you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put 
breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the LORD.” 
 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 
there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 8I 
looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin 
had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, 
“Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, 
that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came 
into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 
say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 
completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: I 
am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; 
and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am 
the LORD, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 
people. 14I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on 
your own soil; then you shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken and will act, 
says the LORD.” 
 

A The word of God. The Word of life. 
C Thanks be to God.                      
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PSALM:  130       (Responsively) 
 

 1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O LORD; 
 2O LORD, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O LORD, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O LORD; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for the  
       morning, more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the LORD, for with the LORD there is steadfast love; 
  with the LORD there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the LORD shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins. 
                                                                          
 
SECOND READING:  Romans 8:6-11 

 
For Paul, Christian spirituality entails living in the reality of the Holy Spirit. The driving force 
behind our actions and values is not our sinful desire for self-satisfaction but the very Spirit by 
which God raised Jesus from the dead and will also raise us from the dead. 

 
A  A reading from Romans, chapter 8. 
 

6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and 
peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does 
not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells 
in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to 
him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is 
life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the 
dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your 
mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
 

A The word of God. The Word of life.      
C Thanks be to God.                                                                                                         
 
                                                                                                    

Please stand. 
 

VERSE:           (Cantor)                Music by Robert Buckley Farlee or Cantor’s choice. 
 

The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve.  
             and to give his life as a ransom for many.   (Mark 10:45)  
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GOSPEL:  John 11:1-45 
 
P The Holy Gospel according to John, chapter 11. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Jesus is moved to sorrow when his friend Lazarus falls ill and dies. Then, in a dramatic scene, he 
calls his friend out of the tomb and restores him to life. 
 

1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister 
Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and wiped his 
feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to 
Jesus, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This 
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God 
may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her 
sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days 
longer in the place where he was. 
 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 
disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you, and are 
you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of 
daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the 
light of this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the light is not 
in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, 
but I am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has 
fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his 
death, but they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that 
you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said 
to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 
 17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb 
four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and 
many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them about their 
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, 
my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on 
the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Those who 
believe in me, even though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and 
believes in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, 
I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
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 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and told 
her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard 
it, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who  
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. 
They followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb to weep 
there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, she knelt at his feet 
and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also 
weeping, he was greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where 
have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to 
weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from 
dying?” 
 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 
stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister 
of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because he has 
been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, 
you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that 
you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, 
so that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, he cried 
with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and 
feet bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to 
them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 
 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 
Jesus did, believed in him. 
 
P      The Gospel of the Lord.   
C       Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

                                           
Please be seated. 
 

 
 
 
SERMON:                    Pastor Niederer 
 

Silence for Meditation 
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Please stand. 
 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY               What Wondrous Love Is This                LBW 385 
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NICENE CREED 
 
A Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  
 Nicene Creed. 
 
C We believe in one God, 
  the Father, the Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth, 
  of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
  the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
  God from God, Light from Light, 
  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
  of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
  For us and for our salvation 
  he came down from heaven; 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 
  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
  he suffered death and was buried. 
  On the third day he rose again 
  in accordance with the Scriptures; 
  he ascended into heaven 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
  and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
  He has spoken through the prophets. 
  
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   Sue Papera    
 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence, let us pray for the 
church, world, and all its needs. 

A brief silence. 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in your name. 
Breathe into us so that we may share your message of forgiveness, hope, and 
love. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands 
Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation, the wider 
Christian community, our friends from the Light & Peace Mission in Haiti, and 
people of faith everywhere as they live out their callings to serve. 
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for creation. Renew landscapes that have dried up, prosper the work of 
those who restore homes and habitats after natural disasters, and sustain places 
where biodiversity thrives. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for the nations. Unbind leaders trapped by fear to act boldly for justice, 
free all who live in places of war and violence, and guide refugees and asylum 
seekers to safety. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for all people in need. Take away the stone of poverty that weighs down 
so many. Console any who weep and heal all who are sick, including those we 
pray for in silence or aloud (pause). Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We pray for this assembly. Ready the hearts and spirits of all who gather around 
Word and Sacraments. Deepen our wonder at the mystery of your resurrection 
and life. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
We offer our thanksgiving for (Jonathan Edwards and) all people who have died 
in faith. Give us faith to trust in your power to redeem and save, and bring us up 
from our graves to life in you. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 
P Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus who is the Christ, our strength 
 and salvation. 
C Amen. 
 
PEACE Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 
 
 

The offering & Communion elements are presented to the alter. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
OFFERTORY HYMN       The Word of God Is Source and Seed         WOV 658 
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Please stand.      
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
A Let us pray.   
                 O God, maker of heaven and earth, 
  your steadfast love embraces all creation.  You send rain and  
  sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth its bounty.  Through  
  these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death and life of  
  your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work. 
  We ask this in Jesus’ name.  
C Amen. 
 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
P The Lord be with you.  C And also with you. 
P Lift up your hearts.   C We lift them to the Lord. 
P Let us give thanks to the Lord. C It is right to give our thanks  
       and praise. 
 
THE PREFACE 
 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 
places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ.  You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare 
with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come 
to the fullness of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church 
on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 
hymn: 
 
SANCTUS                        ELW, Setting 4 
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Please kneel or sit. 
 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 
You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 
but have eternal life. 
 
We give you thanks for his coming into the world 
to fulfill for us your holy will and to accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
blessed and broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
 
C Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 
Remembering, therefore, his salutary command, 
his life-giving passion and death, his glorious resurrection and ascension, 
and the promise of his coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God 
Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; 
 
we ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 
and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 
so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 
may be filled with heavenly blessing and grace, 
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 
 
To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 
 
C    Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P   Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us: 
 

C   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 
 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
      Give us today our daily bread. 
 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
      Now and forever.  Amen. 

 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION: 
 
P Come to the table.  Feast on God’s goodness and mercy. 
  Come to the table where all are welcome. 
 
 
 
AGNUS DEI             O Christ, Thou Lamb of God                      LBW 103 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 
 

 

Please come forward for Communion, 
beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 
leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 
 
Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to 
receive the wafer & cup until you step away from the communion 
tray. 
 
 

 
  A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 
                        The center contains purple grape juice. 
                      White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

 
          After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 

 
Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine 
for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion.  If 
you have not yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, 
you may come forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to 
let the Pastor know you wish to receive a blessing.  
 

 
 
 
COMMUNION MUSIC                   Varsha                                   Reena Esmail 
                                                 Ekaterina Eibozhenko 
 
Please stand. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
P   May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 

you in Christ’s grace.  
C    Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE  Nunc Dimittis                LBW, Setting 2 
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POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
A Let us pray:     
    God of our salvation, 
        we give you thanks for this meal that restores our souls, reconciles us 
        to you, and strengthens us for the journey.  Through the body and    
        blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body in the world, bearing 
        witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus, who is the Christ,   
        our Savior and Lord. 
 C Amen. 
 
 
BLESSING: 
 
P Receive the blessing of the Holy Trinity:  God, who calls all things into 
 existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose 

 breath sustains creation, ☩ bless you now and  always. 

C Amen. 
 
 
Please be seated. 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand. 
 
SENDING HYMN 
ELW 485 
I Am the  
Bread of Life 
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DISMISSAL 
 

A Go in peace. Believe the good news. 
C   Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE:                                     Kaddish                                   Maurice Ravel 
                                 Ekaterina Eibozhenko duet with Aizhan                
 

+   +   + 
 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 
                                                              TO  
                                Ekaterina Eibozhenko, violinist & celloist 

Sue Papera, Greeter  
Jack Martinez - Crucifer               

       Lynn Buckingham, Liturgist & Reader  
        Sue Papera, Prayers of Intercession 

                               Sue Papera & Erika Ilgenfritz, Altar Care  
  

                                                          +   +   +  
 

 
 

Following Mass Today 
In the Memorial Room 

 

   
 
 

                                                
 

                                        Shared 
                    Worship on Wednesdays at Noon 
                                       March 25 
                       “Dying his death.  Living his life.” 
                              Trinity Lutheran Church 
                            167 Palisade Ave, Bogota 
                      A light luncheon with follow the Service. 
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                                       Via Zoom 
                        Thursday, March 26, a Noon 
                                         The 3 R’s of Lent 
                           Readings & Zoom link will be emailed.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Lent Devotionals  
are available 

 on the table with the bulletins. 
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                                                           PRAYERS 
 

Joan Costello (Jackie’s mother-in-law & Kaitlin’s & Lindsay’s grandmother); 
Doris Baumann, Dale Lambson, and Family; Darla Lambson (leukemia); 
Brad Gohmann (cancer); Zulema Suarez (elbow surgery); Zulema’s family and 
friends:  Katie and Surella  Borowski; Rose Davis (cancer); Marc & Bella 
Yaffe and Leslyn Cooke; Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and 
other treatment for a brain tumor); Marion Soohoo (Will’s Mother-in-law 
recovering from surgery); Sue Papera’s friends and family:  Arlene Rizzo 
(cancer) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer (health concerns); Caleb (mental 
health issues); Jenny L. (health issues); Carol Mulvaney (breast cancer); 
Michael Mulvaney (prostate cancer); Edward Foley (back surgery); Janet 
Thalmann; Paul Thalmann; Beverly Philip (severe dementia), Kathy O’Brien, 
Bert Maltz (health concerns), Michele Rusciano; Al & Mark Crovatto; Anita 
Bontekoe (health concerns), Hana Kim (health concerns); Ben Bontekoe 
(health concerns); Fred Lewis (health concerns); Mary Ellen’s family and 
friends: Susan Beever; Dominick Capalba (6 year old with brain cancer); Patty 
Fitzgerald (terminal lung cancer); Kay Roseen’s family:  Jessica and Casey 
O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law who work for the State 
Department); Marcia & Chuck Hendron (Kay’s parents – memory care); John 
Steffen (Lorli’s brother with health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece with an 
immune disorder); Judy Letwink (Lorli’s nephew’s Mother-in-law recovering from 
a stroke); Gisela N. (Lorli’s friend with bladder cancer); Erika Ilgenfritz (health 
concerns); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with 
immune system disorder); Eric Niederer (Pastor’s son with a chronic condition); 
Nancy Barbee (Pastor’s friend with lung cancer); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s 
uncle); Willi Harper’s Aunt Kelly (health concerns); Donna Maxwell (recovering 
from hip surgery); Jim and James Mingo,  Kristen Zelinski, and Jimmy 
Jamieson (Donna M’s Family Members); Rick Gentile (Donna G’s son with 
health concerns); Mary Sue Kaplow (health concerns); Gail Storero (health 
concerns); (baby) Chris (Ruth DiCicco’s daughter) & Bob Wheeler; Jeanne H. 
(Lorli’s sister with health issues); Krystyna Kirsch; Alison (Ali) Krasnow & 
Family; Christians under persecution and all experiencing violence, captivity, 
injustices, and war; organizations and individuals who are providing resources, 
care, and relief for those in need: front line workers, medical researchers, health 
care workers, and firefighters; and all affected by natural disasters and wildfires.                                       
 
 

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed in the prayer list. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 
 

Jonathan Edwards, teacher, missionary to American Indians, died 1758 
Sunday, March 22, 2026 
A Puritan minister in Connecticut, Edwards is remembered as being a great 
preacher. Though his most famous sermon talks at length about hell, he was 
more concerned with God's love. He served both as missionary to the 
Housatonic people in Massachusetts, and as president of the future Princeton 
University. 
 
Oscar Arnulfo Romero, Bishop of San Salvador, martyr, died 1980 
Tuesday, March 24, 2026 
Romero was deeply concerned with injustices evident toward the poor and 
powerless in El Salvador, and worked forthrightly against political repression. He 
was assassinated while presiding at the eucharist in a chapel near the cathedral 
in San Salvador. 
 
Annunciation of Our Lord 
Wednesday, March 25, 2026 
Nine months before Christmas we celebrate the annunciation, in which the angel 
Gabriel announced to Mary that she would give birth to the Son of God. The 
ancient church believed that this was also the date of the world's creation and of 
Jesus' death on the cross. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.   All rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg 

Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24091.  Copyrighted elements used by permission of Augsburg Fortress Liturgies under License 

#SAS004091.  New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989.  Division of Christian Education of the National Council of 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America.  Used by permission.  All rights reserved.  


