GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

1200 River Road, Teaneck, New Jersey 07666
201-836-0994
THE REV. PEGGY NIEDERER — PASTOR
201-403-4341
CAROL WEBER - CANTOR

THE THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
JANUARY 21, 2024

As we continue through the time after Epiphany, stories of the call to discipleship
show us the implications of our baptismal calling to show Christ to the world.
Jesus begins proclaiming the good news and calling people to repentance right
after John the Baptist is arrested for preaching in a similar way. Knowing that
John was later executed, we see at the very outset the cost of discipleship. Still,
the two sets of brothers leave everything they have known and worked for all
their lives to follow Jesus and fish for people.

VISIT US:
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG
and
ON FACEBOOK



http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/

Welcome to worship!
Masking is optional
but recommended while indoors.

PRELUDE: You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore Michael Emmerich

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Please stand and face the font.

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism,
as the presiding minister begins.

P Blessed be the Holy Trinity, *+ one God,
the eternal voice from heaven, the anointed and beloved one,
the Spirit moving over the waters.

C Amen.

P As we approach the mystery of God, let us come in confession,
trusting the love of Christ crucified and risen.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P God who searches us and knows us,
C you have shown us what is good,
but we have looked to other lights to find our way.
We have not been just in our dealings with others.
We have chosen revenge over mercy.
We have promoted ourselves instead of walking humbly with you.
With what shall we come before you?
Forgive us our sin, and show us your salvation
in the face of Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

P Beloved of God,
you have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God,
poured out for you in the faithfulness of Jesus Christ.
Receive the promise of baptism:
You are God’s child; *+ your sins are forgiven.
Rejoice and be glad, for yours is the reign of heaven.
C Amen.




ENTRANCE HYMN God, Whose Almighty Word LBW 400
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Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.
Music: ITALIAN HYMN, Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796

P Arise, shine, for your light has come. Alleluia, alleluia!
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE

Glory to God WOV, Setting 5
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P The Lord be with you.

C And also with you,

P Let us pray.

P Almighty God, bv arace alone vou call us and accept us in vour service.
Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of your call, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C Amen.



Please be seated.

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10

The book of Jonah is a comedy starring a reluctant prophet who is given a one-sentence message:
Nineveh will be destroyed in forty days. Much to Jonah’s dismay, the people of Nineveh repent. The point
of the story is to get the reader to wrestle with the question “On whom should God have mercy?”

A A reading from Jonah, the 3 chapter.

The word of the LorD came to Jonah a second time, saying, “Get up, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and proclaim to it the message that | tell you.” *So Jonah set out and
went to Nineveh, according to the word of the LorRD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly
large city, a three days’ walk across. “Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” >And the
people of Nineveh believed God; they proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small,
put on sackcloth.

®'When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil ways, God changed
his mind about the calamity that he had said he would bring upon them; and he did not
do it.

A The word of God. The Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.




PSALM 62:5-12 In God Alone ALC 1031
REFRAIN: Sung first by the Choir, repeated by ALL

L T | r:_l | | — 1
—g—s—3—3—%—2— I 3
1L
748 % o i3 :
Mon 4 - me se re-po - seen paix  sur Dieu seul: de
In God a-lone my soul can find rest and peace, in
. »
T e == B
A ! i P P ] : / o 7 I~
%  I— ! I %
K A T =1 T
g; ’ I } i | | |
lui vient mon sa - lut. Oui, sur Dieu seul mon
God my peace and  joy. On - ly in God my
o m . ) ; If If p .
DAE T —
p 1 T ' | ] 1
A . y 4 I 1 N— "
| g\ / | I\’ | [
53 ¢ f## - F—‘—ﬁ* s
4 - me se re-po - se, se re-po - Seen paix.
soul can find its rest, . .. find its rest and peace.
—
g . : i
. ud 1
T e I¢ e
— f i

Text: Taizé CoEnmunity
Music: MON AME SE REPOSE, Jacques Berthier, 1923-1994

Text and music © 1991 Ateliers et Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved.

Verses (Sung by the Choir):

°For God alone | wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God.
°God alone is my rock and my salvation,
my stronghold, so that | shall never be shaken. REFRAIN

‘In God is my deliverance and my honor; God is my strong rock and my refuge.
8Put your trust in God always, O people,
pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge. REFRAIN
*Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath; those of low estate cannot be trusted.
Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath.
19put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride;
though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it.
1God has spoken once, twice have | heard it,
that power belongs to God.
12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord
for you repay all according to their deeds. REFRAIN



SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31

Paul does not disapprove of marriage or other human social institutions. He does, however, want
Christians to live in the present in fervent anticipation of God’s future, which even now has dawned
through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

A A reading from First Corinthians, the 7! chapter.

2°Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from now on, let even those
who have wives be as though they had none, *°and those who mourn as though they
were not mourning, and those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those
who buy as though they had no possessions, **and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it. For the present form of this world is passing away.

A The word of God. The Word of life.
C Thanks be to God.

Please stand.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION ELW 157
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Music: Plainsong mode VI

Verse
The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near;
repent, and believe in the good news. (Mark 1:15)

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.
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THE HOLY GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20

Before Jesus calls his first disciples, he proclaims a message that becomes known as ‘the gospel” or
good news from God. God is ready to rule our lives. Those who realize this will respond with repentance
and faith.

P The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

“Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of
God, **and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,
and believe in the good news.”

®As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother Andrew
casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. *’And Jesus said to them, “Follow
me and | will make you fish for people.” *And immediately they left their nets and
followed him. *°As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother
John, who were in their boat mending the nets. °Immediately he called them; and they
left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.

Please be seated.

SERMON Pastor Peggy Niederer

Silence for Meditation
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Please stand.

HYMN OF THE DAY You Have Come Down to the Lakeshore WOV 784
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Text: Cesdreo Gabardin, 1936-1991; tr. Madeleine Forell Marshall, b. 1946
Music: PESCADOR DE HOMBRES, Cesdreo Gabardin

Spanish text and music © 1979 Cesdreo Gabardin, OCP Publications. All rights reserved.
Tr, © Editorial Avance Luterano
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INSTALLATION OF CHURCH COUNCIL

P

The following persons having been elected by the congregation to positions of
leadership. As your name is called, please come forward and face the altar.

CHURCH COUNCIL:

Julie Buckingham, President
Kaitlin Shinholster, Vice President
Catherine Keohane, Secretary
Sue Papera, Treasurer

Leslyn Cooke

Erika llgenfritz

Fred Lewis

Donna Maxwell

Janet Thalmann

Brendan Wilder

In Holy Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ liberated you from sin and death and
made you members of the church. Through Word and Sacrament you have
been nurtured in faith.

St. Paul writes: There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit
gives them. There are different ways of serving, but the same Lord is served.
There are different abilities to perform service, but the same God gives to
everyone ability for particular service. The Spirit's presence is shown in some
way in each person for the good of all. (1 Cor. 12:4-7)

You have been elected to positions of leadership and trust in this congregation.
You are to see that the words and deeds of this household of faith reflect him in
whose name we gather. You are to work together with other members to see
that the worship and work of Christ are done in this congregation, and that God’s
will is done in the community and in the whole world.

You are to be diligent in your specific area of serving, that the one Lord who
empowers you is glorified. You are to be examples of faith active in love, to help
maintain the harmony and life of this congregation. On behalf of our brothers
and sisters in Christ, | ask you: Are you ready to accept and faithfully carry out
the duties of the offices to which you have been elected? If so, answer: Yes, by
the help of God.

Church Council Members: Yes, by the help of God.

P

People of God, | ask you: Will you support these, your elected leaders, and will
you share in the mutual ministry that Christ has given to all who are baptized?

Congregation: Yes, by the help of God.

P

| now declare you installed as Church Council Members and Officers of this
congregation. May God bless you with God’s Holy Spirit, that you may prove
faithful servants of Christ.
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NICENE CREED

A:

Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the
Nicene Creed.

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven;
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Zulema Suarez

As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s blessing on the
church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

God, our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken. Protect Christians
who are being persecuted for their faith and those who are most vulnerable among us.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of salvation, give your church wisdom and empathy in its varied ministries. Bless
and strengthen our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster,
the Northern Mission District, Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, the New Jersey
Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian community, our
friends from the Light & Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of faith everywhere as they
live out their callings to serve. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God, our hope and refuge, you placed the fish in the sea. Guide the care of oceans and
all creatures that live in them. Provide safe drinking water where it is needed and hold
accountable those who endanger water sources. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God, who proclaims judgement and offers mercy, inspire and guide the leaders of our
nation and the world. As they lead, may they follow in your way of justice and truth.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

God, who cares for the suffering, provide release for those held hostage in Gaza and
other places in the world where people are held against their will. Care for survivors of
assault and sexual abuse and sustain all who minister to them (as the martyr, Agnes,
ministered to victims of sexual abuse). Keep safe any who live under threat of violence,
those living in poverty, and any among us who are ill or in pain, especially those we
pray for in silence or aloud (pause). God of grace, receive our prayer.

God of resurrection and new life, as the first disciples shared the good news, empower
us and this faith community to be open to your call. When we are uncertain, assure us.
When we have strayed from your ways, redirect us. God of grace, receive our prayer.

God, who holds the saints in your tender arms, we entrust them to your eternal care.
Comfort those who grieve, even as we place our hope in your salvation.
God of grace, receive our prayer.

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and the silent
prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.
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PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace.

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.
OFFERING Please place your offering in the plate located on the table

at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship.

Please be seated.

OFFERTORY HYMN How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord ELW 580
D — - .
Ld - . * Il
S e R CER
| 4 1 4 =
I How clear is our vo - ca - tion, Lord, when once we heed your call
2 But if, for-get-ful, we should find your yoke is hard to bear;
3 We mar - vel how your saints be - come in  hin-dranc-es more sure;
4 In what you give us, Lord, to do, to - geth-er or a - lone,
0 | \ .
77 ! i I . I ! i I - ' i —
o> S R Jl [ — e » - ‘_!'_F
J - o !
to live ac-cord-ing to your word and dai - ly learn, re-freshed,re - stored,
if  world-ly pres-sures fray the mind and love it - self can-not un - wind
whose joy -ful vir-tues put to shame the ca-sual way we wear your name,
n old rou-tines or ven-tures new, may we notcease to look to you,
N | |
|
Gt e
J T T | & . " —
that you are Lord of all and will not let us fall.
its tan - gled skein of care: our in- ward life Ie - pair.
and by our faults ob - scure your pow’r to cleanse and cure.
the cross you hung up - on, all you en -deav - ored done.

Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000
Music: REPTON, C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188, All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Duplication in any form prohibited without permission or valid license from copyright administrator.
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Please stand.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Let us pray.
Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you. In bread and cup
you open heaven to us. Meet us at this table, that we receive what we
seek and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray.
C Amen.

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

The Lord be with you.

And also with you,

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God,

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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THE PREFACE

P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all
places offer thanks and praise to you, O Lord, holy Father, through Christ our Lord.
Sharing our life, he lived among us to reveal your glory and love, that our darkness
should give way to his own brilliant light. And so, with the Church on earth and the hosts
of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Please kneel or sit.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P

Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:

Blessed are you for the birth of creation.

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.

Blessed are you for your promise to your people.

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took
bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.
Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christis risen. Christ will come again.
With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and
resurrection. We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.
Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.
All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate, Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.

Amen.
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THE LORD’S PRAYER

P

C

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer Jesus has taught us:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
Now and forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

At Jesus'’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see. Come to the table where all are welcome.
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION

Please come forward for Communion following the Cantor/Choir,
beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides,
leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you.

Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to receive
the wafer & cup until you step away from the communion tray.

A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section.
The center contains purple grape juice.
White wine is in the remainder of the tray.

After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section.

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the
forgiveness of sins and eternal life are welcome to receive communion. If you have not
yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come
forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know
you wish to receive a blessing.

Please stand.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING
P May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in

Christ’s grace.
C Amen.
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE: Nunc Dimittis LBW, Setting 2
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.
Giver of every gift,
Raise us to life by your power for the benefit of all

and to your glory, now and forever.
C Amen.



BLESSING

P

God who names you, Christ who claims you, and the Holy Spirit

who dwells in you, *F bless you and remain with you always.

C Amen.

Please be seated.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Please stand.

SENDING HYMN O Jesus, | Have Promised LBW 503
0 4 . .
A i ' I — ' .
ot v
|
1 O Je - sus, 1 have prom-ised to serve you to the end;
2 h, let me feel you near me; the world is ev - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak -ing 1in  ac - cents clear and still
4 Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
n “ | [l
A4 i !j I —— i' | 1
O T . — e -+
re - main for - ev - er near me, my mas-ter and my friend.
| see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
0 4 .
7 — | i — P ——— I
Oy —"— s b -
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I shall not fear the bat - tle if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a round me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
n H Il [l | ]
) A I | J i iI il i | |
& | |
%J .. ., P ———
nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

Text: John E. Bode, 18161874, alt.
Music: MUNICH, Neuvermehrtes Gesangbuch, Meiningen, 1693
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DISMISSAL

A Go in peace. Follow the way of Jesus.
C Thanks be to God

POSTLUDE:

O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright Jacob Weber

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY
TO

Sue Papera, Greeter

Jack Martinez, Crucifer
Julie Buckingham, Liturgical Cantor

Fred Lewis, Liturgist & Reader
Zulema Suarez, Prayers of Intercession
Sue Papera & Lynn Buckingham, Altar Care

CPR

After Mass Today
CPR & AED Training
for everyone!

COME JOIN OUR

Via Zoom
Thursday, January 25", at Noon
Epiphany: Signs of God'’s Love
Connection link will be emailed
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Congregational
MEETING

After Mass Next Sunday

January 28, 2024
Mission & Ministry Reports and Selection of
Grace’s Voting Member(s) to the NJ Synod Assembly,
which will be held Saturday, May 11% - “Grounds for Sculpture”
Hamilton, NJ

PRAYERS

Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’'s mom); Katie Wolfe (Carol’s cousin with vision issues);
Darla Lambson (Carol’s sister’s sister-in-law, suffering from an aggressive form of leukemia);
Donald Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom);
Rose Davis (Surella’s friend with cancer); Marc & Bella Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s children);
Leslyn Cooke; Melanie M. (Julie’s friend); The cousin-in-law of Julie’s coworker, undergoing
rehab for injuries sustained in an automobile accident; Laurie Wahner (Lynn’s sister with several
health concerns); Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a
brain tumor); Marion Soohoo (Will's Mother-in-law recovering from surgery); Chris Trizis with
health issues. We also pray for his wife, Marlene. (Lynn’s husband’s long time friends); Paul
Dahlke (Lynn’s friend’s cousin with cancer); Arlene Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer
treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer (Sue Papera’s friend who has health concerns);
Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L. (Sue’s friend with health issues); Carol
Mulvaney (Sue’s friend with breast cancer); Edward Foley (back surgery, father of Nancy who
does the payroll for Grace); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet's nephew and brother); Beverly
Philip (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law with severe dementia); Kathy O’Brien (a co-worker of
Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Bert Maltz (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law. Several health
concerns); Michele Rusciano (a friend of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Mark Crovatto (Al's
son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Dominick Capalba (Mary Ellen’s 6 year old friend with
brain cancer); Patty Fitzgerald (Mary Ellen’s sister with terminal lung cancer); Jessica and
Casey O’'Neil (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who work for the State Department;
John Steffen (Lorli’'s brother with health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune
disorder); James ligenfritz (Erika’s son); Peter Schelbli (Erika’s nephew with cancer); Kevin (a
friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with
immune system disorder); Walter Byrne (friend of the congregation with cancer); Doris Feirer (a
friend of the congregation); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Charlie and Mary Lewis
(Fred’s brother and sister-in-law with health concerns); Donna Maxwell with health concerns;
James Mingo (Donna’s grandson with health concerns); Arouss Darpinian (friend of the
congregation with health concerns); Hana Kim (health concerns); US citizens imprisoned in
Russia: Paul Whelan (in prison for over six years) and Evan Gershkovich (a Wall Street
Journalist detained for about 3 or 4 months); the hostages in Gaza; Christians under
persecution and all experiencing violence or war: the people of Israel, Gaza, Palestine; Syria,
Lebanon, Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan; Sudan; organizations and individuals who are providing
resources and care for refugees; front line workers, medical researchers; health care workers,
national and regional relief officials; those affected by natural disasters and wildfires.

Entered the church triumphant January 19" with sure and certain hope in the
resurrection : Dan Steffen, Lorli’s brother. Rest eternal grant him, O Lord.

Please notify Lynn or Pastor of changes needed on the prayer list.
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK

Agnes, martyr, died around 304

Sunday, January 21, 2024

Agnes was a girl of about thirteen living in Rome. The details of her martyrdom are not
clear, but she gave witness to her faith and was put to death as a result, most likely by
the sword. The church has honored her as one of the chief martyrs of her time.

Conversion of Paul

Thursday, January 25, 2024

The week of prayer begun by the remembrance of Peter's confession now comes to an
end as we recall the pivotal moment in the life of the other pillar of the early church, the
apostle Paul. His encounter with the risen Christ turned him from persecutor of the
followers of Christ to one of their leaders.

Timothy, Titus, and Silas, missionaries

Friday, January 26, 2024

These three early Christian men were missionary companions of the apostle Paul.
Timothy became bishop of Ephesus, Titus bishop of Crete, and Silas was imprisoned
with Paul at Philippi until they were delivered by an earthquake.

Lydia, Dorcas, and Phoebe, witnesses to the faith

Saturday, January 27, 2024

Women as well as men were important Christian leaders from the beginning, as
demonstrated by these coworkers of the apostle Paul. Lydia, a seller of purple goods,
lent her home for a church; Dorcas was known for charitable works; and Phoebe was a
deacon in the church at Cenchrae.
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