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In these days between Ascension and Pentecost, we gather with the disciples in 

the upper room, waiting for the Spirit to transform the church around the world. In 

today’s gospel Jesus prays for his followers and for their mission in his name. 

Amid religious, social, and economic divisions, we seek the unity that Jesus had 

with his Father. Made one in baptism, we go forth to live our faith in the world, 

eager for the unity that God intends for the whole human family. 
 
 
 

  TOGETHER IN CHRIST 
      

  VISIT US AT: 
  WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

 

http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/


 
 

  

Welcome to worship! 

While indoors,  

please continue to mask and social distance. 

 
 
PRELUDE   Like the Murmur of the Dove's Song                  Robert Hobby 

 
 

           Please stand and face the baptismal font at the back of the church. 
 
P.  Christ is risen!  Alleluia!   
C.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P.  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

      by whose hand we are given new birth, by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C.  Amen. 

 

P.  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

      we are welcomed, restored, and supported as citizens of the new creation. 

      Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

C.  Holy God, holy and merciful, holy and mighty,  

      you are the river of life, you are the everlasting wellspring. 

 P.  In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

       and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 

       In baptismal waters our old life is washed away, and in them we are born anew. 
 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 
 

       Glory to you for oceans and lakes, for rivers and streams. 

       Honor to you for waters that wash us clean, 

       quench our thirst, and nurture both crops and creatures. 

       Praise to you for the life-giving water of baptism, 

       the outpouring of the Spirit of the new creation. 

 

C.  Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

      Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

      Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

 

P.  Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

     Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

     Where despair prevails, grant hope.  Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

     We ask this through Christ, who with you and the Spirit reigns forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN:                   Alleluia!  Sing to Jesus                           LBW 158 

                                                            Stanzas 1-4 
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GREETING 
 
P.  Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

C.  The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia 

 
KYRIE 
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HYMN Of PRAISE:   This Is the Feast of Victory 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.  Let us pray. 
O God of glory, your Son Jesus Christ suffered for us and ascended to your right hand. 

Unite us with Christ and each other in suffering and in joy, that all the world may be 

drawn into your bountiful presence, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 

 
FIRST READING   Acts 1:6-14 
 
Today’s reading is part of the introduction to the narrative of the outpouring of the Spirit on Pentecost. 

These verses tell of the risen Lord’s conversation with his disciples on the eve of his ascension, in which 

he promises that they will receive the power of the Holy Spirit. 

 

A.  A reading from Acts, the 1st chapter.     

 

6When [the apostles] had come together, they asked [Jesus], “Lord, is this the time 

when you will restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7He replied, “It is not for you to know the 

times or periods that the Father has set by his own authority. 8But you will receive 

power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in 

Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9When he had said 

this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their 

sight. 10While he was going and they were gazing up toward heaven, suddenly two men 

in white robes stood by them. 11They said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 

toward heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in 

the same way as you saw him go into heaven.” 

 

 12Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near 

Jerusalem, a sabbath day’s journey away. 13When they had entered the city, they went 

to the room upstairs where they were staying, Peter, and John, and James, and 

Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus, and 

Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. 14All these were constantly devoting 

themselves to prayer, together with certain women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, 

as well as his brothers. 

 
A.  The Word of the God.  The Word of life.   
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 68:1-10, 32-35  READ RESPONSIVELY    
  
 1Let God arise, and let God’s enemies be scattered; 

  let those who hate God flee. 
 

 2As smoke is driven away, so you should drive them away; 

  as the wax melts before the fire,  

       so let the wicked perish at the presence of God. 
 

 3But let the righteous be glad and rejoice before God; 

  let them also be merry and joyful. 
 

 4Sing to God, sing praises to God’s name;  

       exalt the one who rides the clouds; 

  I AM is that name, rejoice before God! 
 

 5In your holy habitation, O God, 

  you are a father to orphans, defender of widows; 
 

 6you give the solitary a home and bring forth prisoners into freedom; 

  but the rebels shall live in desert places. 
 

 7O God, when you went forth before your people, 

  when you marched through the wilderness, 
 

 8the earth quaked, and the skies poured down rain,  

       at the presence of God, the God of Sinai, 

  at the presence of God, the God of Israel. 
 

 9You sent a bountiful rain, O God; 

  you restored your inheritance when it languished. 
 

 10Your people found their home in it; 

  in your goodness, O God, you have made provision for the poor.  
 

 32Sing to God, O kingdoms of the earth; 

  sing praises to the Lord. 
 

 33You ride in the heavens, O God, in the ancient heavens; 

  you send forth your voice, your mighty voice. 
 

 34Ascribe power to God, 

  whose majesty is over Israel; whose strength is in the skies. 
 

 35How wonderful you are in your holy places, O God of Israel, 

  giving strength and power to your people! Blessed be God! 
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SECOND READING   1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
 
Our faith in Christ does not make us immune from the scorn of others. Nevertheless, we are to resist the 

designs of evil when we experience disparagement from others because we trust God’s grace will 

strengthen and guide us. 

 

A.  A reading from First Peter, the 4th and 5th chapters.   

 

12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that is taking place among you to test 

you, as though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you 

are sharing Christ’s sufferings, so that you may also be glad and shout for joy when his 

glory is revealed. 14If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because 

the spirit of glory, which is the Spirit of God, is resting on you. 

 

 5:6Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, so that he may exalt 

you in due time. 7Cast all your anxiety on him, because he cares for you. 8Discipline 

yourselves, keep alert. Like a roaring lion your adversary the devil prowls around, 

looking for someone to devour. 9Resist him, steadfast in your faith, for you know that 

your brothers and sisters in all the world are undergoing the same kinds of 

suffering. 10And after you have suffered for a little while, the God of all grace, who has 

called you to his eternal glory in Christ, will himself restore, support, strengthen, and 

establish you. 11To him be the power forever and ever. Amen. 

    
A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God.  
 

 

Please stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                  ELW 157 

            ALL SING: 

 

 

 

 

 
             Choir Verse:   
                                I will not leave you orphaned, | says the Lord.*  
                                         I am coming to you.  (John 14:18) 

     
    
            All repeat the Alleluias. 
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GOSPEL    John 17:1-11 
 
On the night before his crucifixion, Jesus prays to his heavenly Father, asking that those who continue his 

work in this world will live in unity. 

 
P.  The Holy Gospel According to John, the 17th chapter. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1After Jesus had spoken these words [to his disciples], he looked up to heaven and 

said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify 

you, 2since you have given him authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom 

you have given him. 3And this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, 

and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4I glorified you on earth by finishing the work 

that you gave me to do. 5So now, Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory 

that I had in your presence before the world existed. 

 

 6“I have made your name known to those whom you gave me from the world. They 

were yours, and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7Now they know 

that everything you have given me is from you; 8for the words that you gave to me I 

have given to them, and they have received them and know in truth that I came from 

you; and they have believed that you sent me. 9I am asking on their behalf; I am not 

asking on behalf of the world, but on behalf of those whom you gave me, because they 

are yours. 10All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have been glorified in 

them. 11And now I am no longer in the world, but they are in the world, and I am coming 

to you. Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have given me, so that they 

may be one, as we are one.” 

 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All repeat the Alleluias. 
 
 
 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                           Pastor Ennis 

 
Silence for Meditation 
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Please stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY          Lord, Who the Night You Were Betrayed             LBW 206 
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A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Nicene Creed. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C.  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered, died, and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in fulfillment of the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. AMEN. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Janet Thalmann 
 
United in the hope and joy of the resurrection, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
God of harmony, as you drew your son to your side, you draw us to you and unite us 

with the planet and one another. Weave your church together in a web of mutual love 

for the sake of the world.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

God of community, we pray for our partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the 

Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran 

Social Ministries of New Jersey, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider 

Christian Community, our friends from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of 

faith everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve.   

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

As your Spirit hovered over the waters of creation, so your Spirit hovers over all that you 

have made. Bless the water that sustains the planet and grant wisdom to use it wisely. 

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You empower your people with the fire of your Spirit. Challenge activists and 

organizers, teachers and politicians, and all in leadership to speak a message of peace 

and justice. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You care for all your children. Show your steadfast love to those suffering isolation, 

especially exiles, refugees, or prisoners. Break the chains of all held fast by systemic 

oppression of any kind. Comfort all who are afraid or suffering from illness, especially 

those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause).  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

We give thanks that humankind serves as your body in the world, stewarding your 

abundant gifts. Guide this congregation’s leaders as they seek your will. We pray for our 

staff and council. Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

You raise your saints to new life in Christ. We give you thanks for (Helena and) all your 

saints who have given us glimpses of your redeeming love.  

Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 

 

P.  Rejoicing in the victory of Christ’s resurrection, we lift our prayers and praise to you,  

      almighty and eternal God; through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

C.  Amen.     
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PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C.  And also with you. 

 
 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN              Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song               WOV 685 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

       Generous God, 

in this meal you offer your very self.  We give thanks for these gifts of the earth. 

In the breaking of this bread reveal to us the Risen One. 

In the pouring of this wine pour us out in service to the world;  

through Christ our Lord. 

C.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 P.  The Lord be with you.   

C.  And also with you. 

 P.  Lift up your hearts.   

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.  

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 

of our Savior, Jesus who is the Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 

away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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Please kneel or be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P.  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, blessed, and broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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LORDS PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  Come and know Christ, 

broken and poured out for you. 

Come to the table where all are welcome. 

 
   

AGNUS DEI 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 

 
 

Please come forward for Communion following the Cantor/Choir, 

beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 

leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 

. 

Continue to mask until after you have received the wafer & cup  

and have stepped away from the communion tray. 

 
 

 

A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

The center contains purple grape juice. 

White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 
 

After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 
 

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not yet 

been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come forward to 

receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know you wish to receive 

a blessing.  

 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 
 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.     

C.  Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                        ELW 204 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

Gracious God, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

With your word and this meal of grace, 

you have nourished our life together. 

Strengthen us to show your love 

and serve the world in Jesus’ name. 

C.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  The God of all, who raised ☩ Jesus from the dead,  

     bless you by the power of the Holy Spirit to live in the new creation. 

C.  Amen.   

 

Please be seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                     
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Please stand. 
 

SENDING HYMN                    Crown Him with Many Crowns                         LBW 170 
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DISMISSAL 

A.  Go in peace. Serve the Risen Lord. 

C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                         Trumpet Tune in D                                  Tommaso Albinoni 
 
                                                                       +   +   + 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 

                                                                   TO   

                                          The Rev. Leah Ennis, Guest Pastor 

     Sue Papera, Greeter 

     Jack Martinez, Crucifer 

       Fred Lewis, Liturgist & Reader  

       Janet Thalmann, Prayers of Intercession 

                                                 Sue Papera, Altar Guild 

                                          
 

                           NO BIBLE STUDY THIS WEEK 

 

                                                                         

 

 

 

                                                

                      Sunday, May 21st   – Saturday, May 27th 

 

       If you are in need of a pastor during that time, please contact 

                                                 Pastor Danielle McCleary  

                                    St. Matthew Lutheran Church - Secaucus 

                                      804-461-8740 cell phone 
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                                                                   PRAYERS 

Carol Weber; Doris Baumann (Carol’s mom); Katie Wolfe with vision issues (Carol’s 

cousin); Donald Lazlear and his family (Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), 

Surella (Katie’s mom; Enrique Perez (Jack’s father-in-law); Marc Yaffe (Leslyn’s and 

Michael’s son); Melanie M. (Julie’s friend); John Fiore, Sr. (Julie’s friend’s father with 

cancer); The cousin and husband of Julie’s coworker, Keith, who were injured in an 

automobile accident and for their two teenage children, who sustained minor injuries 

and are staying with Keith; Laurie Wahner (Lynn’s sister with several health concerns); 

Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); 

Chris Trizis with health issues.  We also pray for his wife, Marlene. (Lynn’s husband’s 

long time friends); Arlene Rizzo (Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and 

Arlene’s family; 17 year old Gabby Marvin (granddaughter of Sue’s friend.  Gabby has 

been in ICU for a month following several surgeries.  Recently diagnosed with a genetic 

degenerative disease. In need of a miracle); Chris Palmer (Sue Papera’s friend who has 

health concerns); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L. (Sue’s friend 

with health issues); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s nephew and brother); Beverly 

Philip (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law with severe dementia); Kathy O’Brien (a co-

worker of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Bert Maltz (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law.  

Several health concerns); Michele Rusciano (a friend of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); 

Mark Crovatto (Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Dominick Capalba (Mary 

Ellen’s 6 year old friend with brain cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s 

daughter and son-in-law) who work for the State Department; Lorli Steffen following 

knee replacement surgery; Dan and John Steffen (Lorli’s brothers with health concerns); 

Tammy (Lorli’s niece who has an immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son); Peter 

Schelbli (Erika’s nephew with cancer); Gerry Schlask (health concerns); Kevin (a friend of 

the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with 

immune system disorder); Cathyann (Pastor’s friend from seminary with pancreatic 

cancer); Doris Feirer (a friend of the congregation); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s 

uncle); Charlie and Mary Lewis (Fred’s brother and sister-in-law with health concerns); 

Gail Storero (Prayer Shawl Member following surgery); the people of Ukraine, Russia, 

Afghanistan and those who are providing resources and care for refugees; front line 

workers, medical researchers; health experts, national and regional officials; those 

affected by natural disasters and wildfires.  
 

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed on the prayer list. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 
 

Helena, mother of Constantine, died around 330 

Sunday, May 21, 2023 

Influenced by her son to become Christian, Helena (or Helen) lived an exemplary life of 

faith. She is also remembered for traveling through Palestine building churches on the 

sites she believed to be associated with Christ's life. 

 

Nicolaus Copernicus, died 1543; Leonhard Euler, died 1783; scientists 

Wednesday, May 24, 2023 

These two men were both scientists who helped to explain the wonders of God's 

universe. Copernicus is best known for promoting the idea that the sun, not the earth, is 

at the center of our solar system. Euler was one of the founders of pure mathematics, 

and contributed to many other fields. 

 

John Calvin, renewer of the church, died 1564 

Saturday, May 27, 2023 

Gifted both as a systematic theologian and as an interpreter of scriptures, Calvin 

embraced the Reformation, and as a preacher in Geneva, Switzerland, brought a 

theocratic government to it. He is regarded as the father of the Reformed churches. 
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