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This Sunday’s image of the life the risen Christ shares with us is the image of 

friendship. We are called to serve others as Jesus came to serve; but for John’s 

gospel, the image of servanthood is too hierarchical, too distant, to capture the 

essence of life with Christ. Friendship captures the love, the joy, the deep 

mutuality of the relationship into which Christ invites us. The Greeks believed 

that true friends are willing to die for each other. This is the mutual love of 

Christian community commanded by Christ and enabled by the Spirit. 
 

     
 

    VISIT US AT: 
   WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

    and 

     on Facebook 
 

http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/


     

Welcome to worship! 

Masking is optional but recommended while indoors.  

 
 
 
PRELUDE         Prelude on Come Down, O Love Divine               Herbert Sumsion 
 
 
           Please stand and face the baptismal font  

 near the entrance of the church. 
 
P.  Christ is risen!  Alleluia!   
C.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign that is marked at baptism, as Pastor begins. 

 

P.  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

      the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

C.  Amen. 

P.  Look, here is water! 

C.  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P.  Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

     let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

     We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

     your voice thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 

     Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

     The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

     Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

     into freedom’s land.  In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your  

     boundless baptismal life.  Look, here is water! 

C.  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

P.  At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

     and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

     By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

     you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

     freeing us to live as Easter people. 

     We rejoice with glad hearts, giving all honor and praise to you, 

     through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

     in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

P.  Look, here is water! 

C.  Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

 

- 1 - 



 

 

 

 

 

ENTRANCE HYMN                   Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee                       LBW 551 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 
 

P.  Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

C.  The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia 
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HYMN Of PRAISE:   This Is the Feast of Victory 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
P.  Let us pray. 
O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond understanding. Pour into 

our hearts such love for you that, loving you above all things, we may obtain your 

promises, which exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ, your Son and our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 
FIRST READING   Acts 10:44-48 
 
While Peter shares the good news of Jesus with a Gentile soldier and his family, the Holy Spirit comes 

upon them. Recognizing that the Spirit works inclusively in the lives of both Jews and Gentiles, Peter 

commands that these Gentiles also be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

A.  A reading from Acts, the 10th Chapter.     

 

44While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell upon all who heard the 
word. 45The circumcised believers who had come with Peter were astounded that 
the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles, 46for they 
heard them speaking in tongues and extolling God. Then Peter said, 47“Can 
anyone withhold the water for baptizing these people who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?” 48So he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they invited him to stay for several days. 
 
A.  The Word of the God.  The Word of life.   
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- 6 - 



 
 
 
 
PSALM 98 
 
REFRAIN:  Sung first by the Choir, repeated by ALL thereafter. 

 

 

 

 

 

The Psalm Verses are sung responsively to the following tone. 

 

 

 

 1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done mar |  -velous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have | won the victory. 

 2O LORD, you have made | known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight | of the nations. 

 3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the | house of Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory | of our God. 

 4Shout with joy to the LORD, | all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, re- | joice, and sing.  REFRAIN 

 

 5Sing to the LORD | with the harp, 

  with the harp and the | voice of song. 

 6With trumpets and the sound | of the horn 

  shout with joy before the | king, the LORD. 

 7Let the sea roar, and | all that fills it, 

  the world and those who | dwell therein. 

 8Let the rivers | clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 

            who comes to | judge the earth. 

 9The LORD will judge the | world with righteousness 

  and the peo- | ples with equity.  REFRAIN 
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SECOND READING   1 John 5:1-6 
 
God’s children believe that Jesus is the Messiah and love God by keeping God’s commandments. Thus 

the world is conquered not through military might but through love and faith. 

 
A.  A reading from 1st John, the 5th Chapter.   

 

1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone 

who loves the parent loves the child. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, 

when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For the love of God is this, that we 

obey his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome, 4for whatever 

is born of God conquers the world. And this is the victory that conquers the world, our 

faith. 5Who is it that conquers the world but the one who believes that Jesus is the Son 

of God? 

 
6This is the one who came by water and blood, Jesus Christ, not with the water only but 

with the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one that testifies, for the Spirit is the 

truth. 

    
A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God.                                            
 
 

Please stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

      ALL SING: 

 

 

 

 
 

             Choir Verse:   
  

                    Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them,*  
                           and we will come to them and make our home with them.  (John 14:23)   
 

             
        ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. 
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GOSPEL    John 15:9-17 
 
On the night of his arrest, Jesus delivers a final testimony to his disciples to help them in the days ahead. 

Here, he repeats the most important of all his commands, that they love one another. 

 
P.  The Holy Gospel According to John, the 15th Chapter. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said:] 9“As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10If 

you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s 

commandments and abide in his love. 11I have said these things to you so that my joy 

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. 

 
12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 13No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 14You are my friends if 

you do what I command you. 15I do not call you servants any longer, because the 

servant does not know what the master is doing; but I have called you friends, because 

I have made known to you everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not 

choose me, but I chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, 

so that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am giving you 

these commands so that you may love one another.” 

 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS. 

 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON               Pastor Ennis-Gasero 
 

 

Silence for Meditation 
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Please stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                      Come Down, O Love Divine                      LBW 508 
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A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Nicene Creed. 

 

NICENE CREED 

C.  We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit 
he was born of the Virgin Mary, and became man. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate, 
he suffered, died, and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 
in fulfillment of the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 
He has spoken through the Prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 
and the life of the world to come. AMEN. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Lynn Buckingham 
 
Rejoicing that Jesus is risen and love has triumphed over fear, let us pray for the 
church, the world, and all those in need of good news. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
Your Holy Spirit falls upon all who hear the word. Fill your church with the gifts of your 

Spirit and give understanding hearts to those who strengthen our commitments with our 

ecumenical and interreligious partners. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You gather us as one body in Christ.  Provide guidance, strength, and inspiration for our 

partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission 

District, the New Jersey Synod, Lutheran Social Ministries of New Jersey, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian Community, our friends 

from Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and people of faith everywhere, as they live out 

their calling to serve.   

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

You speak and the face of the earth is renewed. Revive your creation, that habitats and 

every kind of living thing might flourish. Protect endangered species and help us to care 

for all your creatures. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your world is divided and the nations rage. Grant wisdom and vision to world leaders, 

that they may seek justice, peace, and the good of all. Strengthen international 

partnerships and cooperation and the desire for peace. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your children are in need. Comfort all those who suffer, especially those afflicted by 

anxiety, depression, mental illness, and those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause). 

Help us to be conduits of your love in our care for one another.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your work is done in this place with our hands. Bless the ministries of this congregation, 

that we may embody your love for the world. Inspire those who plan and lead worship, 

council members, committee members, and volunteers. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

Your blessed saints now rest in you. Give us thankful hearts for those who have gone 

before us. At the last, bring us all together around your heavenly banquet table.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

P.  Into your hands, most merciful God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

      your abiding love; through Jesus Christ, our resurrected and living Lord. 

C.  Amen. 
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PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always.   

C.  And also with you. 

 

Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 

OFFERTORY HYMN          Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing!         LBW 144 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit.  May the gifts that we offer here 

     be signs of your love.  Form us to be your witnesses in the world, 

     through Jesus Christ, our true vine.       

  C.  Amen.  
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

 P.  The Lord be with you.   

C.  And also with you. 
 

 P.  Lift up your hearts.   

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

 P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord. 

 C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 

of our Savior, Jesus who is the Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 

away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS 
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Please kneel or be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P.  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, blessed, and broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and Holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

 

- 15 - 



 

 

 

 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  The risen Christ is made known to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Come and eat at God’s table where all are welcome. 
   

AGNUS DEI 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 
 

  Please come forward for Communion following the Cantor/Choir, 

  beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 

  leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 
 

   Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to receive 

   the wafer & cup until you step away from the communion tray. 

 

     A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

                      The center contains purple grape juice. 

                    White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

           After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section.Baptized 

Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the forgiveness of 

sins and eternal life are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not yet been baptized or 

have never before received Holy Communion, you may come forward to receive a blessing. 

Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know you wish to receive a blessing.  

Please stand. 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 
 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.    C.  Amen. 

 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                        ELW 204 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

Shepherding God, 

you have prepared a table before us and nourished us with your love. 

Send us forth from this banquet to proclaim your goodness and share  

the abundant mercy of Jesus, our redeemer and friend. 

C.  Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C.  Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

P.  The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy,  

      and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

C.  AMEN.   

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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Please stand. 

 

SENDING HYMN              O Christ, Your Heart, Compassionate              ELW 722 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 

 

A.  Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

C.  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE       Toccata on Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing     Alfred Fedak 
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                                           OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 
                                                                   TO   

                                   The Rev. Leah Ennis-Gasero, Guest Pastor 

      Janet Thalmann, Greeter 

       Jack Martinez, Crucifer   

       Julie Buckingham, Liturgical Cantor      

      Sue Papera, Liturgist & Reader  

        Lynn Buckingham, Prayers of Intercession 

                               Janet Thalmann & Lynn Buckingham, Altar Guild 

 

 

 

  

                                    FOLLOWING MASS TODAY 
                   

                          A BRIEF CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

TO VOTE ON REPAIRS TO THE PARSONAGE & CHURCH BUILDING 

 
 

   

                                          
                  

                                            Via Zoom 

                             Thursday, May 9th, at Noon 
                                                   Resurrection to Ascension 

                                Readings & Connection link will be emailed 

 

                    CONSTITUTION COMMITTEE MEETING 

                         Thurs, May 9th, 7:30 pm via Zoom 
 

 

                  SYNOD ASSEMBLY SATURDAY, MAY 11th  

                               Check in begins 8:45 am. 

  Voting members representing Grace:  Brendan, Lynn, Pastor 
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Pastor Niederer will be away Monday, April 29th – May 5th, Sunday 

If you have need of a Pastor during that time, 

please call Pastor Lisa Holliday, Trinity Lutheran Church, Bogota, 

201-487-3576 or 201-768-9511 

The Rev. Leah Ennis-Gasero will lead worship 

at Grace Sunday, May 5th.  

                                                                   

PRAYERS 
Joan Costello (Jackie’s mother-in-law & Kaitlin’s & Lindsay’s grandmother); Carol Weber; Doris 

Baumann (Carol’s mom); Katie Wolfe (Carol’s cousin with vision issues); Darla Lambson 

(Carol’s sister’s sister-in-law, suffering from an aggressive form of leukemia); Brad Gohmann 

and his family (Carol’s nephew’s uncle-in-law with cancer); Donald Lazlear and his family 

(Zulema’s friends); Katie (Zulema’s niece), Surella (Katie’s mom); Rose Davis (Surella’s friend 

with cancer); Marc & Bella Yaffe (Leslyn’s and Michael’s children); Leslyn Cooke; Melanie M. 

(Julie’s friend); The cousin-in-law of Julie’s coworker, undergoing rehab for injuries sustained in 

an automobile accident; Susan Bethke (Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment 

for a brain tumor); Marion Soohoo (Will’s Mother-in-law recovering from surgery); Arlene Rizzo 

(Sue’s friend undergoing cancer treatments) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer (Sue Papera’s 

friend who has health concerns); Caleb (Sue’s friend with mental health issues); Jenny L. (Sue’s 

friend with health issues); Carol Mulvaney (Sue’s friend with breast cancer); Edward Foley (back 

surgery, father of Nancy who does the payroll for Grace); Jason and Paul Thalmann (Janet’s 

nephew and brother); Beverly Philip (a friend of Janet’s sister-in-law with severe dementia); 

Kathy O’Brien (a co-worker of Janet Thalmann’s sister-in-law); Bert Maltz (a friend of Janet’s 

sister-in-law.  Several health concerns); Michele Rusciano (a friend of Janet Thalmann’s sister-

in-law); Mark Crovatto (Al’s son); Susan Beever (Mary Ellen’s friend); Dominick Capalba (Mary 

Ellen’s 6 year old friend with brain cancer); Patty Fitzgerald (Mary Ellen’s sister with terminal 

lung cancer); Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law) who work for 

the State Department;  John Steffen (Lorli’s brother with health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece 

who has an immune disorder); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son); Peter Schelbli (Erika’s nephew 

with cancer); Kevin (a friend of the congregation undergoing treatment for cancer); Chris 

Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system disorder); Doris Feirer (a friend of the 

congregation); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Charlie and Mary Lewis (Fred’s brother and 

sister-in-law with health concerns); Donna Maxwell with health concerns; James Mingo 

(Donna’s grandson with health concerns); Arouss Darpinian (friend of the congregation with 

health concerns); Hana Kim (health concerns); Mary Sue (health concerns): Marcia & Chuck 

Hendron (Kay’s parents); US citizens imprisoned in Russia: Paul Whelan (in prison for over six 

years) and Evan Gershkovich (a Wall Street Journalist detained since March 29, 2023); the 

hostages in Gaza; Christians under persecution and all experiencing violence, captivity, or war: 

the people of Israel, Gaza, Palestine; Syria, Lebanon, Ukraine, Russia, Afghanistan; Sudan; 

organizations and individuals who are providing resources and care for refugees; front line 

workers, medical researchers; health care workers, national and regional relief officials; those 

affected by natural disasters and wildfires. 

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed on the prayer list. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Julian of Norwich, renewer of the church, died around 1416 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 

When she was about thirty years old, Julian (or Juliana) reported visions that she later 

compiled into a book, Sixteen Revelations of Divine Love, now a classic of medieval 

mysticism. The visions declared that love was the meaning of religious experience, 

provided by Christ who is love, for the purpose of love. 

 

Victor the Moor, martyr, died 303 (TFF) 

Wednesday, May 8, 2024 

Also known as Victor Maurus, this native of the northwest African nation of Mauritania 

was a soldier in the Roman Praetorian Guard. Under the persecution of Maximian, 

Victor died for his faith at Milan. 

 

Nicolaus Ludwig von Zinzendorf, renewer of the church, hymnwriter, died 1760 

Thursday, May 9, 2024 

When he was 22, a group of Moravians asked permission to live on Zinzendorf's land. 

He agreed, and eventually worldwide Moravian missions emanated from this 

community. Zinzendorf participated in these missions, and is also remembered for 

writing hymns characteristic of his Pietistic faith. 
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