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                                    THE REV. MARGARET NIEDERER – PASTOR 
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  THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 
April 26, 2026 

10 AM 
 
 

 

 

Today is sometimes called “Good Shepherd Sunday.” Jesus is called the “gate” 

of the sheep in today’s Gospel. The risen Christ opens the way to abundant life. 

He anoints our heads with oil and guides us beside the still waters of our 

baptism. Each Sunday he spreads a feast before us amid the world’s violence and 

war. We go forth to be signs of the resurrection and extend God’s tender care to 

all creation. 
 
 
 

      

VISIT US AT: 
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

and 
On Facebook 

 
 

http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/


     

Welcome to worship! 
 
 
PRELUDE                           Sonatine Movement II                                 Maurice Ravel           
 
 
 
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

Please stand and face the baptismal font  

 near the entrance of the church. 

  All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins: 

  
P.  Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

C.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

P.  Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

C.  Amen. 

 
P.  Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 
 

Water is poured into the font as Pastor continues. 
 

P.  Merciful God, 

 you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. 

 You lead us beside still waters.  We thank you for the waters of creation: 

 morning dew, gentle rain, roaring waves.  We thank you for the waters that 

 nourish us.  Blessed are you. 

C.  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

P.  Jesus Christ,  

 you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. 

 We give you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection.  We praise you 

 for joining us in joy and sorrow.  Blessed are you. 

C.  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

 

P.  Holy Spirit,  

 you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows.  Break down  

 barriers that divide us.  Fill us with the breath of peace.  Blessed are you. 

C.  You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

                    

P.  Holy One,  

 we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us  

 a new  creation.  We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, 

 now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN             Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia!            LBW 128 
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GREETING 
 
P.  Alleluia, Christ is Risen! 

C.  The Lord is Risen indeed! Alleluia       
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KYRIE                                                                                                       LBW, Setting 1 
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HYMN Of PRAISE:   This Is the Feast of Victory                                  LBW, Setting 1 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P.  The Lord be with you. 
C.  And also with you. 
 
P.  Let us pray. 
O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to safety through the 

valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we may walk in certainty and security to 

the joyous feast prepared in your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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Please be seated. 

 
FIRST READING   Acts 2:42-47 
 
Today’s reading is a description of life in the community following Peter’s sermon on the day of 

Pentecost, when the Spirit was poured out on God’s people. The new community is sustained in worship 

and fellowship, shares what they have, and ensures that everyone has enough. 

 

A.  A reading from Acts, the second chapter.     

 

42[The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers. 

 

 43Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by 

the apostles. 44All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45they 

would sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had 

need. 46Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread 

at home and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having 

the goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who 

were being saved. 

 
A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.   
C.  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
PSALM 23  READ RESPONSIVELY  
 
 1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 

 3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 

 4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  

 5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
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SECOND READING   1 Peter 2:19-25 
 
Doing the right things does not guarantee that one will not experience difficulties, hardships, rejection, or 

even suffering. Here Christ is presented as the model for our path of endurance and loyalty to God, 

particularly amid adversity. 

 

A.  A reading from First Peter, the second chapter.   

 

19It is a credit to you if, being aware of God, you endure pain while suffering unjustly. 20If 

you endure when you are beaten for doing wrong, what credit is that? But if you endure 

when you do right and suffer for it, you have God’s approval. 21For to this you have 

been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that you 

should follow in his steps. 

 

 22“He committed no sin, 

  and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

 
23When he was abused, he did not return abuse; when he suffered, he did not threaten; 

but he entrusted himself to the one who judges justly. 24He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the cross, so that, free from sins, we might live for righteousness; by his 

wounds you have been healed. 25For you were going astray like sheep, but now you 

have returned to the shepherd and guardian of your souls. 

    
A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God.   
                 
 
 
Please stand. 

 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                                                                                 WOV 611a 

 

 

 

 
    Cantor’s Verse:              Jesus says, I am the good shepherd. 
                                               I know my own and my own know me.  (John 10:14)  
 
 

    All repeat the Alleluias. 
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GOSPEL    John 10:1-10 
 
Jesus uses an image familiar to the people of his day to make a point about spiritual leadership. Those 

who listen to Jesus are led to abundant life. 

 
P.  The Holy Gospel According to John, the 10th chapter. 
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 1“Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the 

gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2The one who enters by the 

gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the 

sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4When he 

has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because 

they know his voice. 5They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from him because 

they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6Jesus used this figure of speech with them, 

but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

 

 7So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8All 

who came before me are thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9I am 

the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have 

life, and have it abundantly.” 

 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord.  

C.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

All repeat the Alleluias. 
 

 

 

 

Please be seated. 

 

SERMON                       Pastor Niederer 

 
Silence for Meditation 
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Please stand. 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY                The King of Love My Shepherd Is                  LBW 456 
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NICENE CREED 

 

A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

 Nicene Creed. 

 

C.  We believe in one God, 

  the Father, the Almighty, 

  maker of heaven and earth, 

  of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

  the only Son of God, 

  eternally begotten of the Father, 

  God from God, Light from Light, 

  true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

  of one Being with the Father. 

  Through him all things were made. 

  For us and for our salvation 

  he came down from heaven; 

  by the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the virgin Mary, and was made man. 

  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

  he suffered death and was buried. 

  On the third day he rose again 

  in accordance with the Scriptures; 

  he ascended into heaven 

  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

  and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

  With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified. 

  He has spoken through the prophets. 

  

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

  We acknowledge one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

  We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

  and the life of the world to come. Amen 
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      PRAYER FOR HEALING & RENEWAL   

 

 

P.  We give you thanks, O God, source of life and health, for in Jesus you became flesh 

and came to know the depth of human suffering. You sent the disciples to heal those 

who were sick.  

  

We ask that you bless us now as we remember our baptism that we may be healed, 

strengthened, and renewed by the power of your Holy Spirit.   

C.  Amen.  

 

P.  The ministry of Jesus invites us to new life with God and with each other.  As we 

mark our foreheads with the sign of the cross, we proclaim the good news that God 

desires us to be healthy and one in the body of Christ, offering ourselves, whatever our 

sickness of spirit, mind, or body may be, to receive a sign of healing and wholeness in 

the name of the triune God.  

  

In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, may you be strengthened and filled with God’s 

grace, that you may know the healing power of God’s Spirit.   

C.  Amen.     

  

  Remembering your baptism,  

      make the sign of the cross on your forehead as Pastor says:   

 

P.  Remember your baptism and receive the sign of forgiveness and healing in Christ 

Jesus by making the sign of the cross on your forehead.   

C.  Amen.    

 

P.  Let us pray.  

 

God of mercy, source of all healing, we give you thanks for your gifts of strength and 

life, and especially for the gift of your Son, Jesus who is the Christ, the health and 

salvation of the world.  

  

Help us by your Holy Spirit to feel your healing power in our lives and experience your 

eternal love through Jesus Christ our Lord.   

C.  Amen.  
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HEALING HYMN                            Shepherd Me, O God                                 ELW 780 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION  Lynn Buckingham 
 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

Shepherding God, draw all people to yourself and lead them in paths of righteousness. 

Embolden your church to enter the valleys of the world and guide us beside the still 

waters of your grace. We pray for military and prison chaplains serving near and far.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Loving God, we pray for our congregation and partners in ministry here in Teaneck, in 

the Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey Synod, the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, the wider Christian community, our friends 

from the Light & Peace Mission in Haiti, Rebuilding Together North Jersey, and people 

of faith everywhere as they live out their callings to serve.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

  

Creator God, by the resurrection of your Son, show us your steadfast love and instruct 

our hearts in your ways. Help us to revere and protect the wonders of your creation. 

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Righteous Judge, strengthen and uphold those who work for justice and advocate for 

human rights. Bring an end to oppression and save us from the temptation of violence 

or vengeance. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Great Physician, walk with those who are grieving, and anoint those who are ill or 

injured, including those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause). Restore them to health 

of body, mind, and spirit. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Good Shepherd, continually seek us out as lambs of your flock, and form us into a 

community where all are honored and cared for. Spread a feast before us and fill our 

cups to overflowing. Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

Living God, we praise you for the saints who have died in faith and now dwell in your 

love. At our end, bring us, with them, to our heavenly home.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

 

P.  God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of 

      new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

C.  Amen. 

 

PEACE Stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C.  And also with you.      
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Please be seated. 
 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 
 

            The offering & Communion elements are presented to the alter. 

 

Please stand. 
 

OFFERTORY HYMN                Have No Fear, Little Flock                 LBW 476 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

       Merciful God, 

 accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.  You have set a  table 

 before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more.  

 Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may 

 follow us and bless the world you love.  In the name of Jesus. 

C.  Amen. 
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

P.  The Lord be with you.    

C.  And also with you. 
 

P.  Lift up your hearts.    

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 
 

P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.   

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty, and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection 

of our Savior, Jesus who is the Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave himself to take 

away our sin; who in dying has destroyed death, and in rising has brought us to eternal 

life.  And so, with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of the resurrection, 

with earth and sea and all their creatures, and with angels and archangels, cherubim 

and seraphim, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

SANCTUS                                    LBW, Setting 1 
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Please kneel or be seated. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

 

P.  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 

Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 

Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 

Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
 

Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness 

to the land of milk and honey. 

Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 

Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 

Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed,  

our Lord Jesus took bread, blessed, and broke it,  

and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord's passover from death to life 

as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life:  Pour out your Holy Spirit on us 

and on these gifts of bread and wine.  Bless this feast. 

Grace our table with your presence. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 

Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 

Breathe new life into us.  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 

with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 

we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  Come to the table of new life. 

 Receive the risen Lord. 

  Come to the table where all are welcome. 
   

AGNUS DEI             LBW, Setting 1 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 

 

Please come forward for Communion, 

beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 

leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 

  Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to receive the 

wafer & cup until you step away from the communion tray. 

 

  A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

                        The center contains purple grape juice. 

                      White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

          After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not 

yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know 

you wish to receive a blessing.  
 

Please stand. 
 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 
 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.    C.  Amen. 
 

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE                                                                        ELW 204 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

        Holy One, 

 through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

 things new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

 enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.  In the name of Jesus, 

C.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus, who is the Christ, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the Holy Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now  

and forever. 

C.  Amen.   

 

Please be seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                    

 

Please stand. 

 

SENDING HYMN                Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing                    LBW 196 
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DISMISSAL 

 

A.  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C.  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

A.  Go in peace. Tell what God has done. Alleluia! 

C.  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

 
POSTLUDE                                         Cantabile                            Margaret Sandresky      
    

 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 

                                                                    TO   

       Pastor, Greeter 

      Jack Martinez, Crucifer 

      Sue Papera, Liturgist & Reader  

       Lynn Buckingham, Prayers of Intercession 

                                    Sue Papera & Erika Ilgenfritz, Altar Guild 

                               

 
 

Following Mass Today 
In the Memorial Room 

 

 

 
 

April Birthdays 
Lynn Buckingham 

Fred Lewis 

Christian Schlask 
 

Wishing for you many blessings!!! 

May God’s face shine upon you all the days of your life! 
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                                                 via zoom 

                          Thursday, April 30th, at Noon 
                                                 “Resurrection Life” 

                                             Connection link will be emailed    
 

                                                            PRAYERS 

Joan Costello (Jackie’s mother-in-law & Kaitlin’s & Lindsay’s grandmother); Dale 

Lambson, and Family; Darla Lambson (leukemia); Brad Gohmann (cancer); Zulema 

Suarez (elbow surgery); Zulema’s family and friends:  Katie (for improving health) and 

Surella  Borowski; Marc & Bella Yaffe and Leslyn Cooke; Susan Bethke (Lynn’s 

cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); Marion Soohoo 

(Will’s Mother-in-law recovering from surgery); Sue Papera’s friends and family:  Arlene 

Rizzo (cancer) and Arlene’s family; Liza & Baby daughter Prizky (health concerns); 

Chris Palmer (health concerns); Caleb (mental health issues); Jenny L. (health 

issues); Carol Mulvaney (breast cancer); Michael Mulvaney (prostate cancer); 

Edward Foley (back surgery); Janet Thalmann; Paul Thalmann; Beverly Philip 

(severe dementia), Kathy O’Brien, Bert Maltz (health concerns), Michele Rusciano; 

Al & Mark Crovatto; Anita Bontekoe (health concerns), Hana Kim (health concerns); 

Ben Bontekoe (health concerns); Fred Lewis (health concerns); Mary Ellen’s family 

and friends: Susan Beever; Dominick Capalba (6 year old with brain cancer); Patty 

Fitzgerald (terminal lung cancer); Kay Roseen’s family:  Jessica and Casey O’Neil  

(Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law who work for the State Department); Marcia & 

Chuck Hendron (Kay’s parents – memory care); John Steffen (Lorli’s brother with 

health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece with an immune disorder); Gisela N. (Lorli’s 

friend with bladder cancer); Erika Ilgenfritz (health concerns); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s 

son); Chris Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system disorder); Eric Niederer 

(Pastor’s son with a chronic condition); Nancy Barbee (Pastor’s friend with lung 

cancer); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Willi Harper’s Aunt Kelly (health 

concerns); Donna Maxwell (recovering from hip surgery); Jim and James Mingo,  

Kristen Zelinski, and Jimmy Jamieson (Donna M’s Family Members); Rick Gentile 

(Donna G’s son with health concerns); Mary Sue Kaplow (health concerns); Gail 

Storero (health concerns); (baby) Chris (Ruth DiCicco’s daughter) & Bob Wheeler; 

Jeanne H. (Lorli’s sister with health issues); Krystyna Kirsch; Alison (Ali) Krasnow & 

Family; Peter McCann (health concerns); Christians under persecution and all 

experiencing violence, captivity, injustices, and war; organizations and individuals who 

are providing resources, care, and relief for those in need: front line workers, medical 

researchers, health care workers, and firefighters; and all affected by natural disasters 

and wildfires.    
 

Judy Letwink (Lorli’s nephew’s Mother-in-law) has entered the church triumphant.  

Rest eternal grant her, O Lord.  Let your perpetual light shine upon her.  Sincere 

sympathy and prayers are offered to her family and friends. 
 

Let Lynn or Pastor know of any changes needed in the prayer list. 
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COMMEMORATIONS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Catherine of Siena, theologian, died 1380 

Wednesday, April 29, 2026 

This theologian was the first woman among Roman Catholics to receive the title "Doctor 

[teacher] of the Church." Catherine was a Dominican sister known for her mystical 

visions as well as her work on behalf of people who were poor and imprisoned. 

 

Philip and James, Apostles 

Friday, May 1, 2026 

Philip was one of the first disciples of Jesus, and called Nathanael to “come and see.” 

Little is known of James, the son of Alphaeus, called “the Less” to distinguish him from 

another apostle named James. 

 

Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, died 373 

Saturday, May 2, 2026 

Best remembered for defending the teaching that Christ was fully God against those 

who taught otherwise, Athanasius was an influential church leader around the time of 

the Council of Nicea. He was banished from Alexandria five times for his forthright 

views. 
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