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At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to 

repent and make a new beginning. As the darkness increases, we turn toward the 

approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, the righteous 

judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with 

hope for that day when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more 

hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are sent in the spirit of John the 

Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

 
 

GATHERED IN CHRIST’S NAME 
      

VISIT US AT: 
WWW.GRACELUTHERANTEANECK.ORG 

And on Facebook 

mailto:pegniederer@gmail.com
http://www.gracelutheranteaneck.org/


 
 
 

Welcome to worship! 

                     Masking is optional but recommended while indoors.  
 

 

 
PRELUDE                             Berceuse                                             Louis Vierne            
 
                      
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Please stand and face the baptismal font  

            near the entrance of the church. 

   All may make the sign of the cross as Pastor begins: 

 

P.  Blessed be the Holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

     whose home is heaven and earth, 

     whose salvation is sure. 

C.  Amen. 

 

P.  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God 

     and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
P.  Long-expected God, 

C.  we confess that we look to ourselves 

     for the peace and security only you can provide. 

     We reach for swords and spears, 

     reluctant to release our grip on the ways of war. 

     We become impatient while waiting 

     and weary of keeping awake. 

     Free us from self-reliance, 

     and teach us to live in harmony with our neighbors. 

     Increase our trust in God’s timing, 

     and awaken us to your advent among us, 

     that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 

     Amen. 

 

P.  God judges us not as we deserve, 

     but according to God’s own righteousness. 

     ☩ You are freed and forgiven, 

     saved by grace, 

     and ready to welcome the Savior. 

C.  Amen. 
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ENTRANCE HYMN                    Hark!  The Glad Sound                                   LBW 35 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GREETING 
 

P.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the  
      Holy Spirit be with you all.   
C.   And also with you.    

 
 
 

- 2 -   



                                                                                         LBW, Setting 2 
KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P.  The Lord be with you.   
C.  And also with you. 
 

P.  Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming nurture 

our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C.  Amen. 

 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
 

HYMN:        Light One Candle to Watch for Messiah         WOV 630     Stanzas 1 & 2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

THE SECOND CANDLE 
 
P.  The second candle represents faith and is known as the Bethlehem Candle as a 
      reminder of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem. 
 

 

                             THE ADVENT PRAYER 
 

 P.  God of power and mercy, open our hearts in welcome.      

       Remove the things that hinder us from receiving Christ 

       with joy so that we may share his wisdom and become 

       one with him when he comes in glory, for he lives and 

                                                reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and  

                                                forever.   C.  Amen. 
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Please be seated 
 
FIRST READING:              Isaiah 11:1-10 
 

Isaiah describes the coming of a future, ideal ruler who will renew David’s royal line (the stump of Jesse). 

Gifted by the spirit of God, this ruler will reign with perfect justice. Enmity and danger will be restored to 

harmony and peaceful coexistence. 

 

A.  A reading from Isaiah, the 11th Chapter.   
   
 1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 

 2The spirit of the LORD shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. 

 

     He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

     he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

     the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy 

  on all my holy mountain; 

     for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the LORD 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 

 10On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 

        the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.      

C.  Thanks be to God.   
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PSALM  72:1-7, 18-19   READ RESPONSIVELY     
  
 1Give the king your justice, O God, and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with justice; 

 3that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,  

       and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4Let him defend the needy among the people, 

  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.  

 5May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, from one generation to another. 

 6Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 

  like showers that water the earth. 

 7In his time may the righteous flourish; 

  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18Blessed are you, LORD God, the God of Israel; 

  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19And blessed be your glorious name forever, 

  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. A men. Amen.  

 

SECOND READING          Romans 15:4-13 
 
God’s promise to include Gentiles within the circle of God’s blessed people has been fulfilled in Jesus 

Christ. Christians live out their unity by welcoming and encouraging each other just as Christ has welcomed 

them into God’s family. 

 

A.  A reading from Romans, the 15th Chapter. 
 

    4Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 

steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5May 

the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6so that together you may with one voice 

glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 7Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 

God. 8For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 

truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the patriarchs, 9and in 

order that the Gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

  “Therefore I will confess you among the Gentiles, 

       and sing praises to your name”; 10and again he says, 

        “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with his people”; 11and again, 

        “Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles, and let all the peoples praise him”; 
   12and again Isaiah says, “The root of Jesse shall come, the one who rises to rule the 

   Gentiles; in him the Gentiles shall hope.” 
13May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may  

   abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
     

A.  The Word of God.  The Word of life.     
C.  Thanks be to God. 
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Please stand. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION                              ELW Setting One 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     Cantor Verse 

 

 

 

 

   Prepare the way | of the Lord.*  
    All flesh shall see the salva- | tion of God. (Luke 3:4, 6) 
 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS                                                                

 

GOSPEL    Matthew 3:1-12 
 

Just before Jesus begins his public ministry, John the Baptist appears, calling people to mend their ways 

and speaking of a powerful one who is to come. 

 

P. The Holy Gospel According to Matthew, the 3rd Chapter.    
C.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 

proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of 

whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 

food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were 

going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 

 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to 

them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit 

worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our 

ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to 

Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that 

does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 

 11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is 

coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor 

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable 

fire.” 
 

P.  The Gospel of the Lord. C.  Praise to you, O Christ   
 

ALL REPEAT THE ALLELUIAS.               - 7 - 



 

 

 

 

Please be seated  

 

 

SERMON                          Pastor Peggy Niederer 

Silence for Meditation 

 

 

 

Please stand.                                             

 

HYMN OF THE DAY              On Jordan’s Banks the Baptist’s Cry                 LBW 36 
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NICENE CREED 

 

A. Let us confess our faith with Christians throughout the world by using the  

     Nicene Creed. 

 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,* 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

 

- 9 - 



 

 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    Sue Papera  
 

In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and 

minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With faith, hope, and love, inspire and guide us and our partners in ministry here in 

Teaneck, in the Meadowlands Cluster, the Northern Mission District, the New Jersey 

Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Family Promise of Bergen County, 

the wider Christian Community, our friends from the Light and Peace Mission in Haiti, and 

people of faith everywhere, as they live out their calling to serve.   

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that 

divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of 

Christ. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one 

another. We pray for the international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 

churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 

Response. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all 

creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation 

will mutually thrive. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face 

of grief, depression, or disease, including those we pray for in silence or aloud (pause). 

Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and medical procedures.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith (especially Ambrose, Bishop 

of Milan, whom we commemorate today). Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now and 

into the ages of ages. God of grace, hear our prayer. 

 

P.  Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 

      mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

C.  Amen.       
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PEACE Please stay at your seat as you share a sign of peace. 
 

P.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C.  And also with you. 
 

 

OFFERING          Please place your offering in the plate located on the table  

             at the back of the sanctuary before or after Worship. 

 

 

Please stay standing. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN                              O Day of Peace                                  WOV 762 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray. 

 Nourishing God, 

      you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert.  Through this meal,     

    satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of  

    your kingdom come. 

C.  Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING     
 

 P.  The Lord be with you.   

C.  And also with you. 

 P.  Lift up your hearts.   

C.  We lift them to the Lord. 

 P.  Let us give thanks to the Lord.  

C.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

THE PREFACE 
 

P.  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places  
     give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 
     Christ.  You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through  
     whom you will also make all things new in the day he comes to judge the world in 
     righteousness.  And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and  
     the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
SANCTUS             LBW, Setting 2 
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Please kneel or sit. 

 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P.  Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 

Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 

Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 

Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 

Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 

Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, 

The Word made flesh. 

 

  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, 

  Gave thanks, blessed and broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

  Take and eat.  This is my body given for you. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

  And gave it for all to drink, saying: 

  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

  Shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

  Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

      Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

 

C.  Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

P.  With this bread and cup 

 We remember your Word dwelling among us, 

 full of grace and truth. 

 We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. 

 We look with hope for his coming. 
 

C.  Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P.  Holy God, we long for your Spirit. 

 Come among us.  Bless this meal.  May your Word take flesh in us. 

 Awaken your people.  Fill us with your light.  Bring the gift of peace on earth. 
 

C.  Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

P.  All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

 Power of the Most High, one God now and forever.  

 

C.  Amen. 
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THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P.  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, we say the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 

C.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

 Your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 

      Give us today our daily bread. 

 Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

      Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

 For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

      Now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
  

P.  Here is life. God is with us. 

 Come, receive what God has promised. 

                  Come to the table where all are welcome. 

 

 

AGNUS DEI              LBW, Setting 2 
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CONTINUOUS COMMUNION 
 

Please come forward for Communion, 

beginning with those in the back pews, from alternating sides, 

leaving adequate space between you and the person in front of you. 

 

Masking is optional but recommended as you come forward to receive the 

wafer & cup until you step away from the communion tray. 

 

 

 

  A tray with individual cups is located in front of each pew section. 

                        The center contains purple grape juice. 

                      White wine is in the remainder of the tray. 

 

          After use, please deposit cup in receptacle at the end of pew section. 

 

Baptized Christians who recognize the presence of Christ in the bread and wine for the 

forgiveness of sins and eternal life, are welcome to receive communion.  If you have not 

yet been baptized or have never before received Holy Communion, you may come 

forward to receive a blessing. Fold your arms across your chest to let the Pastor know 

you wish to receive a blessing.  
 

 

 

Please stand. 

 

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING: 
 

P.  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his  

     grace.     

C.  Amen. 
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POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:  Nunc Dimittis                LBW, Setting 2 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

A.  Let us pray: 

       God our host,  

 at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness.  Send us forth, eager to 

 share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

C.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING  
 

P.  May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience  

      in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

C.  Amen.                                               
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Please be seated. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

 

Please stand. 
 

SENDING HYMN                    Prepare the Royal Highway                             LBW 26 
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DISMISSAL 

A.  Go in peace. Keep awake.  

C.  Thanks be to God. 

 
POSTLUDE                Gently Raise the Sacred Strain              Clay Christiansen 
 
 

OUR SPECIAL THANKS TODAY 

                                                                   TO                                                

                                          Aizhan Soltanova, Organist & Cantor 

Donna Maxwell, Greeter 

Jack Martinez, Crucifer 

           Kaitlin Shinholster, Liturgist & Reader  

          Sue Papera, Prayers of Intercession 

                                              Lynn Buckingham, Altar Guild 

 
 

  

After Mass Today 
Refreshments in the Memorial Room 

 

 

Advent Devotionals 
are available on the bulletin table 
near the entrance of the church. 

Take one for yourself and as many as you need for friends and 
family members. 

 

                                                   

 
 

SHARED WORSHIP ON WEDNESDAYS AT NOON 

“A Grand Miracle” - December 10 & 17 

Trinity Lutheran Church 
     167 Palisade Ave, Bogota      

SOUP & SANDWICHES FOLLOWING WORSHIP  
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                Next Bible Study: Thurs, Jan 8th, at Noon 

                                             Via Zoom 
   Connection link & Readings will be emailed that week on Wednesday. 

 
 

 

 

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING  

PART 1 

IN-PERSON AFTER MASS 

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2025 

TO ELECT 2026 CHURCH COUNCIL & VOTE ON 2026 BUDGET 

 
 

 

 

“Peace on Earth: Many Voices, One Song” 
Sunday, December 14th – 5 PM 

Teaneck United Methodist Church 
201 Degraw Avenue, Teaneck 

 

Ticket price: Adults $20; Children (ages 5-12) $10 
Includes Post-Concert Reception 

 

To benefit food pantries, children/youth ministries, purchase diapers. 
For more information, call 201-836-7593 
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DECORATE CHURCH FOR CHRISTMAS 
Sunday, December 21st after Mass 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE  

CANDLELIGHT MASS WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24th  -  8 PM 

 

 

CHRISTMAS DAY  

MASS THURSDAY, DECEMBER 25th   -  11 AM 
 

NOTE:  11 AM time is for Christmas Day only. 
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PRAYERS 
 

Joan Costello (Jackie’s mother-in-law & Kaitlin’s & Lindsay’s grandmother); Doris 

Baumann, Dale Lambson, and Family; Darla Lambson (leukemia); Brad Gohmann 

(cancer); Zulema’s friends and family:  Donald Lazlear and his family, Katie and Surella  

Borowski; Rose Davis (cancer); Marc & Bella Yaffe and Leslyn Cooke; Susan Bethke 

(Lynn’s cousin undergoing chemo and other treatment for a brain tumor); Marion Soohoo 

(Will’s Mother-in-law recovering from surgery); Sue Papera’s friends and family:  Arlene 

Rizzo (cancer) and Arlene’s family; Chris Palmer (health concerns); Caleb (mental 

health issues); Jenny L. (health issues); Carol Mulvaney (breast cancer); Michael 

Mulvaney (prostate cancer); Edward Foley (back surgery); Janet Thalmann; Paul 

Thalmann; Beverly Philip (severe dementia), Kathy O’Brien, Bert Maltz (health 

concerns), Michele Rusciano; Al & Mark Crovatto; Anita Bontekoe (health concerns), 

Hana Kim (health concerns); Ben Bontekoe (health concerns); Fred Lewis (health 

concerns); Mary Ellen’s family and friends: Susan Beever; Dominick Capalba (6 year 

old with brain cancer); Patty Fitzgerald (terminal lung cancer); Kay Roseen’s family:  

Jessica and Casey O’Neil  (Kay Roseen’s daughter and son-in-law who work for the 

State Department); Marcia & Chuck Hendron (Kay’s parents – memory care); John 

Steffen (Lorli’s brother with health concerns); Tammy (Lorli’s niece with an immune 

disorder); Judy Letwink (Lorli’s nephew’s Mother-in-law recovering from a stroke); Betty 

Ann Lindhurst (Lorli’s friend with health issues); Gisela N. (Lorli’s friend with bladder 

cancer); Erika Ilgenfritz (health concerns); James Ilgenfritz (Erika’s son); Chris 

Niederer (Pastor’s son with immune system disorder); Nancy Barbee (Pastor’s friend 

with lung cancer); Dennis Keohane (Catherine’s uncle); Willi Harper’s Aunt Kelly 

(health concerns); Donna Maxwell (recovering from hip surgery); Jim and James Mingo,  

Kristen Zelinski, and Jimmy Jamieson (Donna M’s Family Members); Rick Gentile 

(Donna G’s son with health concerns); Mary Sue Kaplow (health concerns); Gail Storero 

(health concerns); (baby) Chris (Ruth DiCicco’s daughter) & Bob Wheeler; Jeanne H. 

(Lorli’s sister with health issues); Krystyna Kirsch; Alison (Ali) Krasnow & Family; 

Christians under persecution and all experiencing violence, captivity, injustices, and war; 

organizations and individuals who are providing resources, care, and relief for those in 

need: front line workers, medical researchers, health care workers, and firefighters; and 

all affected by natural disasters and wildfires. 
 

Let Lynn or Pastor know of changes needed on the prayer list. 
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                           Upcoming Commemorations 

 

 

Ambrose, Bishop of Milan, died 397 

Sunday, December 7, 2025 

While a governor of northern Italy, Ambrose was elected bishop of Milan on the same day 

he was baptized. He was a famous preacher, a writer of hymns we still sing today, and 

helped lead St. Augustine to faith. 

 

Lucy, martyr, died 304 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 

Lucy was a young Christian of Sicily who was martyred during the persecutions under 

Emperor Diocletian. Her celebration became particularly important in Sweden and 

Norway, perhaps because the feast of Lucia (whose name means "light") originally fell on 

the shortest day of the year. 
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